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SPORTS NEWS

Smith during first Test vs
Bangladesh in Darwin

teve Smith’s attempt to deal with a sight-screen problem

during Australia’s first Test against Bangladesh in Dar-
win was met with an unexpected response from the crowd.
The incident happened in the second session of the day when
play was briefly interrupted because of an issue with the sight
screen. Smith spent quite some time to deal with it, which
frustrated one of the spectators. Due to the delay, he directed
a blunt message at the Australia batter. “Just hit the damn
thing, Smudge (Smith’s nickname). Stop being a princess.
You are not bigger than the game, Steve, deal with it,” said
the fan in a video posted by Fox Cricket on their Instagram
handle. The exchange came during a difficult day for Aus-
tralia, who were struggling to cope with Bangladesh’s pace
attack. Hasan Mahmud was particularly effective, removing
Travis Head for 22 and Jake Weatherald for 23 after the Aus-
tralian openers had put together 45 runs. Smith’s innings also

carried statistical significance.

India opt out of FIFA ASEAN Cup
to make way for much-awaited
Brazil friendly in Kolkata

Indian football has made a significant call ahead of a busy

international calendar, with the All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) deciding to withdraw the national team from
the inaugural FIFA ASEAN Cup. The move has been made
to ensure India can honour its much-anticipated interna-
tional friendly against five-time world champions Brazil in

f Australia fan shouts at Steve h

‘Technology saved me’: Steve Smith admits edging Ed-
abot Hossain’s delivery after day 1 of ongoing BAN Test

Australia kicked off
their two-game Test
series against Bangladesh
by taking on the side for
the first Test of the series
at the Marrara Stadium,
Darwin, from August
13th. The clash began
with Australia coming
in to bat first, and Aus-
tralia was left stunned.
Bangladesh put forth a
marvellous performance
with the ball and limit-
ed the hosts to just 198
runs in the first innings.
The side’s entire batting
lineup collapsed, and if
not for Steve Smith’s re-
silient knock of 71 off
109 deliveries, Austra-
lia’s situation would have
been even worse. How-
ever, there were many

talking points from Steve

Smith’s innings that stood
out, with the biggest one
being given not out off
a review. In a moment
that happened in the 21st
over, Smith faced Edabot
Hossain, and the delivery
took an edge off his bat
as it went through to the
keeper. As Bangladesh’s
the
umpire said no, and even

players celebrated,

after going for a review,
the DRS showed no edge.
Speaking on the same,
Smith came forward and
admitted that he did feel
something nick his bat in
the moment and that he
would have walked off
if the umpire had given
it out. "I think so, yeah.
Was 1 lucky? Yeah, it
seems that way. You’'ve
got to take it sometimes.

Normally, it’s [the DRS]
pretty good. Maybe I
didn’t nick it. T don’t
know. But I certainly felt
something. If I'd been
given out, I was going to
walk off. But yeah, tech-
nology saved me today, I
guess,” Steve Smith said
after day 1.

Speaking of the game
between Australia and
Bangladesh, the visitors
limit  the
Aussies to a score of 198

managed to

runs in the first innings.
Hasan Mahmud was the
star performer for his side
in the first innings with
six wickets to his name.
Taskin Ahmed and Ed-
abot Hossain took two
wickets each as well.
Coming out to bat, Ban-
gladesh ended day 1 of

the clash on a score of
96/1, dominating Austra-
lia in every department,
and the side has contin-
ued their brilliance onto
day 2 as well, having
scored 175 runs for the
loss of two wickets by
50 overs. Australia have
been handed a major set-
back in the opening Test
against Bangladesh, with
the visitors continuing to
dominate proceedings at
the Marrara Stadium in
Darwin. The two sides
began their two-match
Test series on August 13,
with Australia winning
the toss and opting to
bat first. However, Ban-
gladesh’s bowlers pro-
duced a remarkable per-
formance to dismiss the
hosts for just 198 runs.

Vinay Kumar named new
Karnataka head coach ahead
of upcoming domestic season

n a major development, the KSCA (Karnataka State

Cricket Association) has come forward and named
former India cricketer Vinay Kumar as Karnataka’s head
coach ahead of the upcoming domestic season. At 42 years
old, Vinay Kumar will be taking over the role and will
hope to put in his best performance. It is worth noting that
Deepak Chougule will be part of his support staff as the
fielding coach. Notably, this will be Vinay Kumar’s first
coaching role at Karnataka, as he was also recently the
head coach of Hubli Tigers in the Maharaja T20 Trophy.
As for his experience overseas, the former cricketer was a
bowling coach for MI Emirates in the ILT20 and was the
talent scout for Mumbai Indians in the IPL after his retire-
ment from cricket in 2021. As for his performances in the
Ranji Trophy, it is interesting to note that Vinay Kumar
remains the fifth-highest wicket-taker in the tournament

with a whopping 442 wickets to his name.
In 139 First-Class matches in his career, Vinay Kumar
took a total of 504 wickets at an average of 22.44 runs.
Having played one Test and 31 ODI matches for the Indian
team, the former seamer has vast experience to his name
in the IP1 as well, having won the tournament three times
with Kolkata Knight Riders (2014) and Mumbai Indians
(2015, 2017). After his appointment as Karnataka’s head
coach was made official, Vinay Kumar took centre stage
and talked about how big an honour it is for him to take
over as the head coach of the side. “It is a privilege to lead
Karnataka, first as a captain, and now as a head coach. I'm
really thankful to KSCA for giving me this opportunity.
We achieved great results back then, but now it is a differ-
ent ball game as a coach.

October. AIFF deputy secretary general M Satyanarayanan
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confirmed on Thursday that India will not participate in the
new FIFA-sanctioned competition. With the ASEAN Cup
and the Brazil friendly creating a scheduling challenge, the
federation has opted to prioritise the high-profile clash.
”We have pulled out of the FIFA ASEAN Cup since we
can’t play both Brazil and the FIFA ASEAN Cup,” Sa-
tyanarayanan told news agency PTI. The decision means

India will miss out on the chance to test themselves against
some of Southeast Asia’s prominent footballing nations in
a FIFA-sanctioned tournament. India had initially agreed
to FIFA’s invitation to feature in the competition and were
placed in Division 1 Group A alongside Indonesia, Ma-
laysia and Singapore. Cabo Verde and Iran are among the
teams reportedly being discussed for possible fixtures.

Lionel Messi returns to action as
substitute for first time since father
Jorge’s death

ionel Messi returned to action for Inter Miami on Thurs-

day morning, just days after attending the funeral of his
father Jorge in Argentina. The 39-year-old came on at half-
time during Miami’s 3-2 defeat to Leon in their final Leagues
Cup group match. His appearance followed an emotional pe-
riod for Messi, whose father died in Rosario last week at the
age of 68 after a prolonged illness. Messi had missed Miami’s
2-1 defeat by Monterrey but made himself available for coach
Guillermo Hoyos against Leon. The result nevertheless ended
Miami’s participation in the competition at the opening stage,
which is a first since the Leagues Cup was expanded in 2023.
Notably, Messi joined the Miami squad after travelling to Ar-
gentina for the private funeral on Sunday. His return to the
field came amid uncertainty over whether he intends to contin-
ue playing for much longer. In a social media message follow-
ing his father’s death, Messi indicated that he was weighing
his future in the sport. “I’'m really not sure if I’ll carry on doing
it for much longer,” Messi wrote. Jorge played a central role
throughout Messi’s career. He had been his son’s agent since
Messi was 14 and remained alongside him as the forward de-
veloped into one of football’s most decorated players. He was
also there when Messi led Argentina to World Cup glory in

2022.

England lift midnight curfew after Ben
Stokes’ international retirement, Joe
Root confirms

ollowing  England’s
Ashes defeat in Aus-
the
introduced a

tralia, management
midnight
curfew for players during
any series. The decision
was made after controver-
sy involving Harry Brook
at a nightclub in Australia.
However, just one series
later, the policy came un-
der scrutiny when former
captain Ben Stokes and
Gus Atkinson were spotted
at a London nightclub af-

ter England’s victory over
New Zealand in the first
Test at Lord’s. The incident
sparked further controversy
after an ECB staff member
was injured and required
stitches. Since then, Stokes
announced his retirement
from international cricket.
Right after that, new En-
gland captain Joe Root
confirmed that the mid-
night curfew has been
lifted, which was set just

seven months ago. The

R ———————

decision has been made
before England’s first Test
against Pakistan at Head-
ingley next week. “Let’s be
adults. There’s not going to
be a curfew.

I don’t think this needs to
be a big deal, to be honest,”
Root told Sky Sports. The
decision to scrap the curfew
marks a partial reversal of
the behavioural guidelines
introduced last month. Any
drinking during this period
was discouraged in public.

Mitchell Starc sets new world record in first
Test against Bangladesh in Darwm

On International Left-
Handers Day, Mitch-
ell Starc produced a mile-
stone perfectly suited to the
occasion.

The Australian quick dis-
missed Shadman Islam for
20 runs in Darwin to move
to 434 Test wickets, sur-
passing Sri Lanka’s Ranga-
na Herath, who claimed 433
wickets, to become the most
prolific left-arm bowler in
Test history.

Starc’s achievement is an-

other remarkable chapter.

in his legendary career.
His 434 wickets now put
him ahead of Herath, with
Wasim Akram (414), Daniel
Vettori (362) and Chamin-
da Vaas (355) completing
the top five. Starc’s record

came on a day when Austra-
lia had already been rocked
by a remarkable bowling
display from Bangladesh.
Hasan Mahmud led the
charge as the 26-year-old
registered career-best fig- @
ures of 6/55 from 17 overs.
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Ashleigh Gardner breaks silence
after ex-wife’s explosive criticism
over alleged affalr W1th teammate

Australia wom-
en’s vice-captain

Ashleigh Gardner has
addressed the personal
fallout from the break-
down of her marriage
after allegations con-
cerning a relationship
with teammate Geor-
gia Voll became pub-
lic. Gardner’s ex-wife
Wright  had

criticised Cricket Aus-

Monica

tralia over what she de-
scribed as a lack of pub-
lic action regarding the
Wright
questioned whether the

alleged affair.

governing body had ad-

equately addressed the
matter involving one
of its senior players. “I
think if you’re privi-
leged enough to repre-
sent your country and
be seen as a role model,
there’s a responsibili-
ty to hold yourself to
a high moral standard.
What I can’t understand
is why Cricket Austra-
lia hasn’t said anything
publicly,” Wright told
Code Sports.
subsequently acknowl-
the

through an

Gardner
edged situation
publicly
Instagram story, while

making clear that the
separation from Wright
remained a personal
matter. She also thanked
the CA Board for con-
tinuing to support her
leadership role and
expressed regret over
the hurt caused by the
breakdown of the mar-
riage. Cricket Australia
chief executive Todd
Greenberg has mean-
while defended Gard-
ner’s position within the
women’s team. Green-
berg said Gardner re-
mained highly regarded

within the organisation.

How did solar eclipse captivate cricket,
football, F1 fans across Europe?

: ; porting venues
across

Austria and Spain were

England,

transformed by an un-
usual celestial display
on Wednesday evening
as a partial solar eclipse
drew the attention of
spectators, athletes and
fans.

At  Edgbaston,
porters watching Bir-

sup-

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

mingham Phoenix take
on MI London in The
Hundred were among
those able to witness
the Moon cover more
than 90 per cent of the
Sun. The daylight fad-
ed dramatically as the
eclipse reduced the Sun
to a narrow crescent of
visible light, creating
an eerie atmosphere in-

side the cricket ground.
Many spectators used
special glasses to safely
view the event, which
was the fullest eclipse
visible over British
skies since 1999. When
it comes to the match,
London won the match
by two runs. Mean-
while, the spectacle ex-
tended beyond Britain.
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