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SPORTS NEWS

scare while training ahead of

Test series vs Sri Lanka

India captain Shubman Gill suffered a blow to his right
thumb while batting in the nets ahead of the two-match
Test series against Sri Lanka, slated to begin on August 15.
The 26-year-old was struck by a delivery from one of the
pacers during training and Gill was visibly in a lot of pain.
He immediately received treatment from the team physio.
According to Revsportz, the injury was not serious, as Gill
resumed his batting session shortly afterwards. Gill’s in-
jury concerns did not end there. During the team’s field-
ing drills, the Punjab cricketer appeared to hurt his right
hand while taking part in catching practice. Stationed in
the slips, Gill received immediate attention from the team
physio, who arrived with an ice pack, according to Times
Now. Currently, the extent of the injury remains unclear,
while newly appointed fielding coach Subhadeep Ghosh
was seen keeping a close watch on the situation. Sonal Di-

nusha will lead the side.
Viswanathan Anand confirms to
run for FIDE deputy president role
after backing out initially

ive-time world champion Viswanathan Anand has
Fconﬁrmed that he will contest for the post of FIDE
deputy president in the governing body’s upcoming elec-
tions. Earlier, he had said he would stay away from the
race to spend more time with his family. However, he
changed his mind and has now confirmed that he will re-

Shubman Gill suffers injury

Former India cricketer opens up on ‘unfair’ treatment
of Abhimanyu Easwaran ahead of IND vs SL Tests

he Indian team is

all set to take on
Sri Lanka in a two-game
The two
sides will take on each
other in the first Test of
the series at the Galle
International ~ Stadium
from August 15th. Ahead
of the series, the BCCI
(Board of Control for
Cricket in India) came

Test series.

forward and announced
the India squad for the
series. With the injury to
Washington Sundar, the
Indian team announced
all-rounder Saransh Jain
as his replacement for
the series. Speaking on
the same, former India
cricketer Aakash Chopra
came forward and talked
about how, despite being
picked, Saransh might

not get the chance in
the playing XI. Aakash
Chopra talked about the
treatment of Abhimanyu
Easwaran and how he is
still yet to get a chance
in the Indian team, and
how, there being three
spinners in the side, Sa-
ransh Jain might not get
his chance.

“I feel Saransh will not
play. Sri Lanka’s team is
not announced, but there
are chances there will
be only one left-hander.
You already have four
spinners, and he is the
fourth. I think Saransh
will not get a chance.
This has happened be-
fore as well. It was unfair
on Abhimanyu Easwaran
also, as he did not get
enough chances. That is

a bit of a concern and
challenge. After domes-
tic performances, we do
bring players forward,
but many times the doors
do not completely open.
Sometimes it’s just plain
unfortunate.

You can be happy that
you at least got select-
ed,” he said in a video
on his Instagram handle.
Speaking of the Indian
team, the side will hope
to put in a good showing
as they take on Sri Lan-
ka in the first Test of the
series.

It is worth noting that the
Shubman Gill-led side
needs to win six of their
next nine Test matches if
they are looking to stay
in contention to reach the
WTC final.

The visitors will have to
stay on top of Sri Lanka
throughout the series,
and it could be interest-
ing to see which side
comes out on top after
the

India are set to begin a

two-game  series.
crucial chapter in their
World Test Champion-
ship campaign as they
prepare to face Sri Lan-
ka in a two-match Test
series, with the opening
encounter scheduled to
begin at the Galle Inter-
national Stadium on Au-
gust 15. The Shubman
Gill-led side will be aim-
ing to make a strong start
to the tour, but injuries
have already forced the
team management into
making changes to the

squad.

India likely to field two separate
teams for FIFA Asean Cup and
friendly vs Brazil

The All India Football Federation (AIFF) has decided
to send separate Indian squads for the inaugural FIFA

ASEAN Cup and the international friendly against Brazil
after both events were scheduled during overlapping dates.
The decision was taken during the AIFF Executive Com-
mittee meeting on Thursday, August 6. India are sched-
uled to face Brazil in an international friendly in Kolkata
on October 3, while the FIFA ASEAN Cup in Indonesia
will run from September 24 to October 3. The AIFF said it
would inform FIFA that India intends to participate in both
events by splitting its player pool.
Notably, the newly introduced FIFA ASEAN Cup will be
staged with the aim at improving the standard of football
in Southeast Asia through competitive international fix-
tures. India, China and Hong Kong received invitations
for the tournament, although China declined to participate.
India have been placed in Group A of Division 1, where
they will play Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore during
the group stage.
“One of the principal decisions taken during the meeting
was to confirm India’s participation in both -- the men’s
international friendly against five-time FIFA World Cup
champions Brazil, scheduled to be played in Kolkata on
October 3, 2026, and the FIFA ASEAN Cup in Indone-
sia from September 24 to October 3, 2026. The Execu-
tive Committee recognised the match against Brazil, to
be played during the FIFA International Match Window,”
AIFF’s statement read. “Accordingly, the AIFF will for-
mally notify FIFA that India will participate in both com-

petitions by fielding separate squads for the match against
Brazil and the FIFA ASEAN Cup,” it was further added.

main involved with the federation’s leadership. The elec-

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

tions are scheduled to take place during the Chess Olym-
piad in Samarkand, where Anand will be part of the panel
headed by Kazakhstani entrepreneur Timur Turlov, who
is contesting for the presidency of the International Chess

Federation. Currently, Anand serves as FIDE’s interim
president after Arkady Dvorkovich was sanctioned by the
European Union. On Thursday, Turlov finally confirmed
Anand’s particpation. The 55-year-old also explained why
he accepted Turlov’s offer to continue in a leadership role.
“I am proud of what we have achieved as a team, but I also
believe there is much more we can accomplish. That is
why I have accepted Timur Turlov’s invitation to contin-
ue serving as FIDE deputy president as part of his team,”
Anand said.

India vs Pakistan on September
S, check full schedule as women’s
Asia Cup schedule announced

The Asian Crlcket Council has announced the schedule for
the upcoming Women’s T20 Asia Cup, with the tourna-

ment set to begin in Dubai on August 28. Eight teams will
compete in the sixth edition of the T20 competition, which
will conclude with the final on September 13. The opening
match will see Hong Kong China take on Thailand in a Group
A contest. One of the most anticipated fixtures of the group
stage, the India-Pakistan clash, is scheduled for September 5.
All matches of the tournament will be played under lights at
the Dubai International Cricket Stadium, with games starting
at 6.30 pm local time. Group B action will begin with a meet-
ing between Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates on Au-
gust 29. Apart from them, Bangladesh and Indonesia complete
the group.
The tournament format will see all teams in each group play
against each other once during the league stage. The two high-
est-ranked sides from each group will advance to the semi-fi-
nals, with the first knockout match featuring A1 against B2
on September 10. The second semi-final, between A2 and B1,
will take place on September 11. Apart from the match against
Pakistan on September 5, the Harmanpreet Kaur-led side will
also take on Thailand on August 30 and Hong Kong on Sep-
tember 3 in the group stage.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz smacks unbeaten
century vs CA XI ahead of Bangladesh’s
marquee series vs Australia

angladesh all-rounder

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
played a scintillating knock
against Cricket Australia
X1 in Darwin ahead of the
Test series. He smacked an
unbeaten century to guide
his side out of trouble on
the opening day. Coming
into the match after fac-

ing scrutiny over a lack of

significant  contributions

and following the loss of

the Bangladesh ODI cap-
taincy last month, Mehidy

A L
> LeAC

anchored the innings with
an unbeaten 109 from 141
deliveries. His knock in-
cluded 11 boundaries and
four sixes as Bangladesh
recovered from a difficult
position of 158 for 7 to fin-
ish on 263 in 75.5 overs.
The lower order played
their part in the recovery.
Mehidy first added 30
runs with Hasan Mahmud
before putting together a
valuable 69-run partner-
ship for the final wicket

alongside Khaled Ahmed,
who contributed 15 runs.
On the other hand, Cricket
Australia XI spinner Co-
rey Rocchiccioli was the
standout bowler, returning
figures of 6 for 83 from
24 overs. The experienced
all-rounder said his initial
priority was understanding
the surface rather than forc-
ing the pace of the innings.
The century also comes at
an important stage of Ban-
gladesh’s preparations.

England pacer announces retirement at just
25 years, issues statement to confirm decision

England pacer John
Turner has announced
his retirement from profes-
sional cricket after a pro-
longed battle with a back
injury. He represented the
Three Lions in four white-
ball internationals, claiming
three wickets, during 2024,
but hasn’t featured in pro-
fessional cricket since June
2025 because of a stress
fracture in his back. The
25-year-old had previously
held an England and Wales

Cricket Board developrnent

contract until late last year
and had signed a Hampshire
deal running through the
end of the 2027 season less
than a year ago.

have

However, injuries

sidelined him for the ma-

jority of the period. In the
meantime, Turner has is-
sued a statement, confirm-
ing his decision to retire. A
loan spell with Lancashire
followed in early 2025 be-
fore injury interrupted his
progress.
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Real Madrid sign Yan Diomande,
the most expensive player in their
club history

eal Madrid have
Rcompleted the
signing of teenage sen-
sation Yan Dioman-
de from RB Leipzig.
The 19-year-old Ivory
Coast forward joins the
club after a standout
season in the Bunde-
sliga, where he scored
12 goals and registered
eight assists for Leipzig.
He further enhanced his
reputation during the
World Cup, playing a
key role as Ivory Coast
progressed to the round
of 32. As per reports,
Real Madrid will pay

an initial fee of €125
million (Rs 13.73 bil-
lion) for Diomande. The
agreement also includes
€10 million in easily
achievable bonuses and
an additional €5 million
in bonuses that are con-
sidered more difficult to
reach. The deal had been
close to completion
last week, but discus-
sions between Madrid
and Leipzig over final
details delayed the an-
nouncement. Diomande
left Leipzig’s pre-sea-
son camp on Thursday
morning to complete his

medical in Spain before
the transfer was official-
ly confirmed. The move
instantly made him the
most expensive player
in Real Madrid, ahead
of Jude Bellingham and
Eden Hazard. The club
have also brought in
Marc Cucurella, Ber-
nardo Silva, Ibrahima
Konate, Denzel Dum-
fries and Carlos Espi
during the current trans-
fer window. Diomande
becomes the latest addi-
tion to a major recruit-
ment drive at Real Ma-
drid this summer.

Barcelona enter race to sign Rodri; Yan
Diomande to Real Madrid is imminent

fter Real Madrid,
Barcelona  have
now entered the race to
sign Manchester City
and Spanish midfielder
Rodri. The FIFA World
Cup Golden Ball win-
ner has entered the final
year of his contract and
hence, the England club
is also open to selling
+him before he walks

2000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600060000000000000000000000006000000.

away for free. Notably,
the midfielder’s situa-
tion has gained further
attention following his
recent injury problems.
Rodri missed a large
portion of the 2023-24
season after suffering
a serious knee injury,
while a hamstring is-
sue affected parts of the

following  campaign.

Despite those setbacks,
he returned to top form
during  the
World  Cup,
Spain win the tourna-

summer
helping
ment and eventually
earning the player of
the tournament award.
Rodri had previously
indicated that his future
would be decided after
the competition.
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