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Jayden Seales claims five-wicket haul

in West Indies’ win

est Indies battered Pakistan to register a 90-run win
Win the first Test in Trinidad, taking a 1-0 lead in
the two-match series. Notably, the visitors were chasing
a modest total of 211 runs in the fourth innings, but they
were bundled for only 120 runs in a little over 40 overs.
Jayden Seales once again starred with the ball, claiming a
five-wicket haul, while Justin Greaves and Kemar Roach
picked up two each. Pakistan resumed the fourth day al-
ready facing a demanding chase after West Indies had
strengthened their position through valuable lower-order
contributions. Shamar Joseph and Roach, who had already
frustrated the visitors with a resilient eighth-wicket stand,
continued to add crucial runs before Mohammad Abbas
eventually wrapped up the innings to finish with five
wickets. Although Pakistan managed to prevent the target
from growing further, the early advantage quickly disap-

peared once their innings began.

Justin Langer as England Test
coach? Former Australia batter
shares update on speculations

ustin Langer has indicated that he has not been ap-
J proached by the England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) regarding the vacant England Test head coach posi-
tion. After Brendon McCullum stepped down from the po-
sition, Langer and Andy Flower were heavily linked with
the role. Since then, Flower has already ruled himself out,

f Pakistan set unwanted record after h

RCB creates history, becomes first IPL franchise to

The Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru
(RCB) have achieved
more glory as they have
become the first-ever
Indian Premier League
franchise to touch the
USD 300m brand value.
Two-time winners RCB’s
brand value reached a
value of US$312 mil-
lion, which is approxi-
mately Rs 2,989 crore
in INR. Meanwhile, the
IPL’s value has grown to
US$20.6 billion, which
1,97,025
crore in INR. A report
from US-based global
investment bank Hou-

iS  approx.

lihan Lokey, Inc. stated
that the RCB, who were
sold to a consortium
comprising Aditya Bir-
la Group and Times of

India,

a growth of 16 per cent

have registered

in the brand value from
the last year, when it
was worth US$269 mil-
lion. It further estimated
that the Indian cash-rich
league in itself has risen
from US$18.5 billion a
year earlier to US$20.6
billion, an increase of
11.4 per cent. This was
the
straight season of hav-

league’s  second
ing recorded double-dig-
it growth. Meanwhile,
the director in Houli-
han Lokey’s Financial
and Valuation Advisory
business, Harsh Talikoti,
spoke on the evolution
of cricket globally and
on the growth of the In-
dian cash-rich league.
“Cricket’s evolution into

a globally owned, insti-
tutionally backed asset
class has accelerated
further in 2026, with the
IPL continuing to rede-
fine the global sports
landscape,” Talikoti said.
Meanwhile, the report
further that
five-time champions
Mumbai
second in the brand val-

revealed
Indians were

ue list, standing at a val-
ue of US$264 million,
which is approximately
Rs 2,529 crore.

This was a rise of 9.1
per cent from US$242
million in 2025. Mean-
while, three-time cham-
pions Kolkata Knight
Riders are ranked third
with a worth of US$245
million, which is approx
2,347 crore in INR. This

is a 7.9 per cent jump
from US$227 million
last year.

The
champions Chennai Su-

other  five-time
per Kings are reportedly
valued at US$244 mil-
lion, which is approx Rs
2,337 crore.

This is a 3.8 per cent hike
for the Super Kings from
last year. Meanwhile,
Ness Wadia, the co-own-
er of the Punjab Kings,
spoke on the popularity
of the franchises among
the fans, who view them
as a long-term entertain-
ment business. “The way
people look at IPL fran-
chises has changed com-
pletely. They’re no lon-
ger seen as cricket teams
that play for two months

cvery year.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi named
vice-captain as East Zone
announce Duleep Trophy squad

East Zone have named a 15-member squad for the
upcoming Duleep Trophy, starting August 23. Ishan

Kishan has been announced as the new captain, while Vai-
bhav Sooryavanshi will serve as his deputy. Meanwhile,
Riyan Parag, who served as captain in the 2025 edition,
has been ruled out owing to a hamstring injury. The As-
sam-born suffered a hamstring injury during the IPL 2026
and has undergone surgery in the month of June. He re-
mains to be out of action as there’s no concrete plan for
his possible return. After gaining fitness, he is expected to
report to BCCI’s CoE. Sooryavanshi, on the other hand,
has been given the leadership role as BCCI aims to prepare
him accordingly. The 15-year-old has led the team in the
youth series against South Africa and was also named as
the vice-captain during the U19 ODI World Cup earlier in
the year. Mohammed Shami has been knocking on the door
for over a year now. He has proved his mettle in domestic
cricket, but the BCCI selectors haven’t looked back on the
veteran. Especially in red-ball cricket. Chief selector Ajit
Agarkar has pointed to his fitness as a sign of concern,
but Shami looked in fine form in the Ranji Trophy last
season. Now that the Indian team is struggling in red-ball
cricket, having lost multiple home series in the last couple
of years, Shami could be one of the options they consider
again if the two-match series against Sri Lanka don’t go
as per the plan. On the other hand, Mukesh Kumar also
has the perfect opportunity to prove himself, as the Bengal
pacer has been out of the scheme of things since the series
against England. Meanwhile, another notable absentee is
Akash Deep. He suffered a back injury during the IPL and
has been out of action since.

while Langer clarified the current situation. The former

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

Australia opener said he had received no communication
from the ECB, suggesting he is not currently part of the
recruitment process being led by England men’s managing
director Rob Key. “No, I haven’t, no. No, I haven’t heard
from anyone. You read all this [speculation]... It’s all paper

talk, it’s all rumours,” Langer said on an episode of the
Stick to Cricket podcast. Notably, Langer has frequently
been mentioned as a possible successor, partly because of
his previous relationship with ECB chief executive Rich-
ard Gould from their time together at Somerset, where
they served as captain and chief executive respectively.
However, the latest comments indicate that no formal dis-
cussions have taken place. Several other names remain in

contention for the position.

Arundhati, Sachin Siwach enter
semifinals to confirm more boxing
medals for India at Commonwealth

OXers Amndati Choudhary and Sachin Siwach con-
firmed two more medals for India at the Commonwealth
Games 2026 as they made their way into the semifinals of
their respective weight categories on Wednesday, July 29.
Arundhati and Sachin’s entry into the semis confirm that In-
dia will have at least seven medals from the Glasgow Games.
Arundhati defeated New Zealand’s Morgan Henderson in the
70kg quarterfinals with a hard-fought 3-1 win, while Youth
World Champion Sachin got the better of Botswana’s Trea-
sure Moremi 5-0 in a lop-sided contest in the men’s 60kg
quarterfinals. Henderson continuously kept Arundhati on her
toes. The Indian boxer won the first round 3-2 before bag-
ging the second one 4-1, but then managed to hold the New
Zealand opponent to 3-2 in the third round to secure a win.
Meanwhile, there was no stopping for Sachin, the gold med-
allist from the 2016 Saint Petersburg Games. He won the first
two rounds unanimously 5-0 before bagging the third one 4-1
to win the bout unanimously 5-0 in the end. Meanwhile, In-
dia were assured of their eighth boxing medal at the Glasgow
Games after Ankush moved into the semifinals in the Men’s
80kg quarterfinal. Earlier in the day, Choudhary also moved
into the semifinals, confirming at least a bronze medal at the
Glasgow Games.

Sakshi Chaudhary confirms another
medal for India in Commonwealth
Games 2026

Sakshi
Chaudhary secured at

ndian  boxer
least a bronze medal at
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games after outclassing
Northern Ireland’s Cait-
lin Fryers by a unanimous
5-0 decision in the wom-
en’s 5lkg quarterfinals in
Glasgow on Wednesday,
July 29.

The the
26-year-old into the semi-

victory  sent

finals and added another
medal to India’s growing

boxing tally at the Games.
Sakshi became the fifth
Indian boxer to be assured
of a podium finish, joining
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg),
Preeti Pawar (54kg), Priya
Ghanghas (60kg) and Jad-
umani Singh (men’s 55kg).
Notably, Sakshi controlled
the contest from the open-
ing bell, with all five judges
favouring the Indian across
the three-round bout.

The result underlined In-
dia’s strong campaign in

the boxing competition,

where reaching the semifi-
nals guarantees a medal un-
der the tournament format.
The latest success also
marked another significant
milestone in Sakshi’s ca-
reer.
The
Glasgow after overcoming

boxer arrived in
years of injury setbacks
that had denied her op-
portunities to compete at
previous Commonwealth

Games.

Australia opener’s brother to play for European team,
following Italy’s footsteps leading to T20 World Cup

Greece has named Bil-
ly Konstas, the elder
brother of Australia bat-
ter Sam Konstas, in their
14-member squad for next
month’s European qualify-
ing tournament in Finland.
With the goal of progress-
ing to the 2028 T20 World
Cup, they have added Billy.
Notably, the 24-year-old
Sydney grade cricketer has
earned selection as the Hel-
lenic Cricket Federation
looks to strengthen their

national side by recruiting
Australian players with
Greek heritage.

They have been an ICC
member since 1995, but
are yet to come even close
to qualifying for a marquee
tournament.

Now that Italy rogressed
to the T20 World Cup in
2026, Greece are dream-
ing as well. Now, Billy
combines his cricket ca-
reer with roles as a cricket
coach and physiotherapist
in Sydney.
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ndia’s fielding efforts
have worsened since

the T20 World Cup
2026.
Around 32 catches

have been dropped by
the Men in Blue across

19 T20Is, which is
extremely  worrying.
These include slips

from full-time players,
with Tilak Verma and
Abhishek Sharma being
some of the biggest cul-
prits, having dropped
more regularly than oth-
ers. In the T20 World
Cup, India turned out
to be the worst catch-

he BWF World
Championships are
coming to New Delhi
as the action runs from
17-23, 2026.
This is India’s second

August

time hosting the event
since 2009 in Hyder-
abad. Over 200 players
across the globe will be

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

participating in the tour-
*.,nament set to be held at

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ing side, dropping 14
chances, followed by
Sri Lanka (11) and Ire-
land (10). In their T201I
series against Ireland,
India dropped six catch-
es in total, making it
three missed chances
per day, before missing
five more in England.
The situation further de-
teriorated in Zimbabwe,
where seven catches
were dropped, of which
five were in the final
T20 alone.

Following the poor per-
formance in Ireland and
England, fielding coach

the Indira Gandhi Sta-
dium in the capital city.
The event marks one
of the biggest dates on
the badminton calendar,
drawing fans and media
attention from across
the globe. Here is all you
need to know about the
five women competitors
to watch out for. An Se
Young arrives in New

T Dilip is parting ways

Suresh Raina compares India’s old
fielding culture with current struggles
after 32 dropped catches

with the national team.
His contract came to an
end after the white-ball
tournament in England.
As per reports, Sub-
hadeep Ghosh will be
taking up the post and
filling in the duties as
the fielding coach. At
the same time, Ryan
ten Doeschate, India’s
men’s assistant coach,
has also stepped down
from his position. He
talked about discipline,
work ethic, and the les-
sons that defined his
playing years.

S shuttlers to watch out for in BWF
World Championship 2026

Delhi as the outright
favourite. The former
world No. 1 and Paris
2024 Olympic champi-
on completed a career
Grand Slam this April,
beating Wang Zhiyi in
the Asian Champion-
ships final. Wang’s two
Asian  Championships
titles date back to 2022
and 2024.
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