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SPORTS NEWS

(Justin Greaves sets new world record\
with historic spell vs Pakistan in first
Test in Trinidad

ustin Greaves became the first-ever bowler to deliv-
J er five consecutive wicket-maidens in the opening
Test match against Pakistan in Trinidad. The West Indies
all-rounder has achieved a feat that no other player has

done in the history of Test cricket.
His achievement surpassed the prior record of four straight
wicket-maidens set by former England fast bowler Stuart
Broad against South Africa in Johannesburg in January
2016. By the end of the day, West Indies managed a lead
of 155 runs after restricting Pakistan to 282 runs in the
first innings.

On Day 3 at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy in Tarouba,
Pakistan started strong. However, the 31-year-old Greaves
changed the course of the match and he ended with his
personal best stats of 5/27 from 11 overs, taking all five
wickets in five consecutive maiden overs. Courtesy of
Shan Masood’s century, Pakistan were cruising at 158/2.

Preeti Pawar, Priya Ghanghas assure
India of boxing medals at Common-
wealth Games 2026

oxers Preeti Pawar and Priya Ghanghas assured India
Bof two more medals at the Commonwealth Games
2026 after winning their respective quarterfinal bouts in
Glasgow on Tuesday, July 28. Preeti, the Asian Games
bronze medallist, stormed into the semifinals in the Wom-
en’s 54kg, while Priya moved into the last four in Wom-
en’s 60kg. Preeti defeated Northern Ireland’s Nicole Clyde
in the quarterfinals by a unanimous 5-0 decision with a
dominant display. Priya had to battle it out much harder
against the local girl Niamh Mitchell in the 69kg category
with a 4-1 split decision in her favour. Preeti displayed a

dominant performance as she did not give any respite to
her opponent. She bagged the first round 5-0 in her favour
before keeping the same impression in the second round
too. The third round went in her favour unanimously as
she won 5-0. Preeti would now face Catherine Mwape in
her semifinal bout. However, Priya, the Asian Champion-
ships’ gold medallist, had a tricky time against the home
favourite Mitchell as she lost the first round 1-4 before
staging a comeback in the second one, which she won 4-1
in her favour.

India wins bronze in ISSF World
Cup mixed doubles through Sonam
Uttam Maskar, Himanshu Dhillon

o e WS
AELomoiT

India added another medal to its tally at the ISSF ‘World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in Hangzhou. Sonam Uttam Maskar
and Himanshu Dhillon claimed bronze in the 10m Air Rifle
Mixed Team event with a strong display across qualification
and the medal round. The Indian pair secured their place in
the final after combining for a qualification score of 634.6.
Sonam contributed 317.2, while Himanshu finished with
317.4 to book a spot among the leading teams. India also had
a second pairing in contention. Elavenil Valarivan and Parth
Rakesh Mane advanced to the final after posting an aggregate
of 634.2, with scores of 316.8 and 317.4 respectively. In the
medal contest, Sonam and Himanshu maintained their consis-
tency to finish with a combined total of 441.2 points, with both
shooters contributing 220.6 each. Their effort earned India the
bronze medal, while China 1 and China 2 finished ahead of
them on the podium. Elavenil and Parth narrowly missed out
on a medal after placing fourth with a total of 378.8. Elavenil
scored 190.5 in the final, while Parth added 188.3. Speaking
after the event, Sonam said the result would provide valuable
confidence heading into the major international competitions
later this year. The bronze medal continued an impressive run
for the 23-year-old shooter from Kolhapur. The result marked
his first medal at the senior ISSF World Cup level.

‘I am not able to focus properly at Commonwealth

Shaken by the dev-
astating floods in

her home state, Assam,
Olympic medallist Lov-
stated
that she is not able to

lina Borgohain

“focus properly” at the
ongoing Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow. The
boxer appealed for help
for the people who have
been facing the brunt of
the floods. Borgohain,
who has assured the
country of a medal by
moving into the wom-
75kg

after receiving a bye in

en’s semifinals
the quarterfinals, shared
a video message to ex-
press her emotions. “I
am feeling very bad that
a lot of people have lost

their lives because of the
flood in Assam. A lot of

India coach steps down ahead of Sri
Lanka series, set to join Kolkata Knight
Riders in

Rzan ten Doeschate
as stepped down as
assistant coach of the In-
dia men’s cricket team.
Earlier in the year, the for-
mer Netherlands cricketer
issued a statement, con-
firming his desire to step
aside after not being able to
contribute heavily. He was
initially promised to be
named the fielding coach,
but with the presence of T
Dilip, Doeschate has only
served as an assistant. He is

people are facing a lot of
problems at this time,”
Borgohain said in a vid-
eo message. The pugilist
further stated that she is
not able to focus on her
campaign in Glasgow
due to the devastation
in her state, as over 4.45
lakh people have been
affected across the six
districts. “A lot of people
have lost their homes,
and everything has been
washed away. At this
time, people are not get-
ting food, water, clothes,
and other necessities.
”] am not able to focus
properly here because
of the condition of my
people. I am trying to do
my best. Our people are
working hard to deliv-
er the necessities to the

IPL 2027

Games’: Lovlina appeals for help in Assam floods

people. The government
is also doing its best. A
lot of people from As-
sam are also coming out
to help them. I need ev-
eryone to reach out to the
people and help them. I
request everyone to help
us reach out to the peo-
ple and deliver the neces-
sities to them,” she said.
Meanwhile, earlier in the
day, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi stated that
the central government is
working with the Assam
state government to help
the people affected due
to the floods. In a post
on X, Modi said that he
prayed for the safety and
well-being of the people.
“Met MPs from Assam
and discussed the pre-
vailing flood situation in

o

various parts of the state.
The Centre is working
closely with the Assam
Government in assisting
those affected. I pray for
everyone’s safety and
well-being,” Modi said
in the post. Meanwhile,
the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA) stated that the
situation in Assam re-
mained grim on Tuesday,
as over 4.45 lakh people
across six districts have
been affected. This in-
cluded the Sivasagar and
Charaideo districts, as
631 villages have been
inundated. The devastat-
ing floods have claimed
the lives of 68 people so
far. Hope endures amid
unprecedented devasta-
tion.
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Rejuvenated Ireland announce
squad for Afghanistan series, Paul
Stirling returns as captain

Geneva to host Chess World Championship
showdown between Gukesh and Sindarov
in November-December

he Chess World Championship match between current
holder Gukesh D and challenger Javokhir Sindarov
will take place in Geneva, Switzerland, the FIDE body an-
nounced on Tuesday. The showdown, which will be the
youngest World Championship contest, will take place
from November 25 to December 15. India’s Gukesh is the
current world champion, having won the title in December
2024 by beating Ding Liren. He was just 18 years old at
that time. Meanwhile, Sindarov earned the spot in the title
clash against Gukesh after winning the FIDE World Cup
2025 and clinched the 2026 FIDE Candidates. The two are
20-year-olds, which makes it the youngest World Champi-
onship contest in history.

Meanwhile, India chess legend and current FIDE Interim
President Viswanathan Anand welcomed the venue an-
nouncement, stating that several countries wanted to host
the clash. “Several countries expressed a strong interest
in hosting the FIDE World Championship Match, includ-
ing India, the United States and Cyprus. After carefully
considering all the proposals, FIDE has decided to stage
the match on neutral soil and bring it to Geneva, a city
with a historic tradition of bringing nations and cultures
together,” Anand said. ”We look forward to welcoming the
global chess community to Switzerland. The local chess
fans will have the opportunity to experience world-class
chess in person, while millions of fans around the globe
can follow the battle online as the duel for the highest ti-
tle in chess unfolds,” he added. The showdown will see
the match being contested in 14 classical games. The first
player who reaches the mark of 7.5 points will be crowned
the world champion.

now expected to return to

the Indian Premier League,
with Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers set to add him to their
coaching staff, as Cricinfo
reported. His move marks
a reunion with a franchise
where he previously en-
joyed success both as a
player and as a member
of the support staff. Ten
Doeschate joined the In-
dian team after a change
in the coaching personnel
following Rahul Dravid

stepped down following
2024
T20 World Cup campaign.
then,
across batting and field-

India’s successful

Since he worked
ing responsibilities, but he
didn’t have a permanent
role in the team. His de-
parture comes after India’s
difficult white-ball tour of
England, where the visitors
were beaten in both T20Is
and ODIs. Support staff ex-
pected to evolve alongside
the team’s long-term plans.

Zinedine Zidane appointed as new France head coach

after Didier Desch

inedine Zidane has
been appointed as
the new head coach of the
France national team. He
takes over the charge after
Didier Deschamps brought
an end to his 14-year tenure
following France’s semi-fi-
nal elimination at the 2026
World Cup.

The former Real Madrid
manager will lead Les Ble-
us into their next interna-
tional cycle, with his con-
tract set to run through the

3

Tt

2030 World Cup qualifiers.
Notably, Zidane returns to
coaching after being away
from the dugout since leav-
ing Real Madrid for a sec-
ond time in 2021.

The appointment marks a
return to the national setup

amps calls it quits after 14 years

ALP)

for one of France’s most
celebrated football figures.

Zidane, who lift-
ed the World Cup with
France as a player in 1998,
has long been regarded as
one of the country’s great-
est talents.

Ireland have an-
nounced their 14-
man squad for the

five-match ODI series

against  Afghanistan,
starting Wednesday,
August 5.

The series will see the
return of Paul Stirling,
who was forced to sit
out the marquee India
T20Is due to an injury
he suffered at the T20
World Cup 2026 earli-
er in the year. He will
lead the side for the
first three games of the
series. If he manages
to remain fit, Stirling

harmila  Dhankar
Sscripted one of In-
dia’s most memorable
at the 2026
Commonwealth Games

moments

by winning the coun-
try’s
athletics gold medal in

first-ever  para

Glasgow. The 40-year-
old claimed the top spot

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

in the women’s shot put

+F57 event on Tuesday,

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

will continue, or the

team management can
consider managing his
workload. Newly T20-
capped Jai Moondra
and Ben Calitz have
also been called up for
the series and may even
be handed the debut cap
in the 50-overs format.
There are a few absen-
tees in the team as well.
Josh Little, Matt Hol-
lard, Craig Young, Bar-
ry McCarthy, Jordan
Neill and David Dela-
ny will all be missing
out on playing against
Afghanistan in the first

capping an extraordi-
nary journey marked
by
mination and personal

resilience, deter-
triumph over adversity.
Her gold medal also
strengthened  India’s
campaign at the Games,
taking the country’s tal-
ly to ten medals, includ-
ing two gold, five silver
and three bronze medals

three matches. All of
them are unavailable for
selection either due to
injury or return-to-play
protocol. The team for
the last two ODIs will
be revealed after eval-
uating player fitness
and a determination
will be made regarding
any necessary changes.
Upon the squad’s selec-
tion, Head Coach Gary
Wilson, who will be the
coach in charge for the
series, expressed his
confidence in the team
and his enthusiasm for

the series.

Sharmila Dhankar scripts history, bags India’s
first para athletics gold at Commonwealth

at the time of her victo-
ry.

Dhankar  de-
livered her finest per-
formance of the season
when it mattered the
most, producing a best
throw of 9.81 metres
to comfortably secure
the gold medal. History
made, inspiration forev-
er endured.
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