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SPORTS NEWS

West Indies and England Tests
due to lower back injury

n a major blow to Pakistan Cricket, with the side all
Iset to take on the West Indies in a two-game Test se-
ries, the side’s star batter Abdullah Fazal has been ruled
out of the upcoming Test series due to a lower back injury.
According to a statement by the PCB (Pakistan Cricket
Board), Fazal sustained the injury during a training ses-
sion. He sustained the injury while training at the Brian
Lara Cricket Academy in Tarouba. Furthermore, no re-
placement has been announced as of yet. It is interesting to
note that at 23 years old, Fazal has emerged as one of the
biggest prospects for Pakistan cricket. He was the highest
run-getter for Pakistan in his debut Test, scoring half-cen-
turies in both innings. Furthermore, in Pakistan’s recent
tour against the West Indies, Abdullah Fazal amassed 50
and 48 runs across the two innings, putting in another good
showing. The PCB’s statement did not mention the exact

cause of Fazal’s injury.
Kris Srikkanth backs the
inclusion of veteran all
rounder in India’s ODI squad

he ODI World Cup 2027 is looming on the horizon,
and there is no doubt that the Indian team is being
regarded as one of the biggest favourites for the title in
the upcoming tournament next year. There are several big
names who are set to play in the tournament, with discus-
sions going around the inclusion of many. Ahead of the

Pakistan batter ruled out of h

India equalled own world record with another

stunning show against
o T

India equalled  the
world record for the
most 200-plus totals in a
calendar year after post-
ing 219/5 against Zimba-
bwe in the second T20I
in Harare. The total was
India’s ninth score of 200
or more in T20Is in 2026,
matching the benchmark
they established in 2024.
No other Full Mem-
ber nation has recorded
more than 200+ totals in
a single calendar year,
which highlights India’s
sustained batting domi-
nance. India also regis-
tered seven 200-plus to-
tals in 2023, giving them
three entries among the
five highest yearly tallies
in T20I history. Notably,
the
impressively after an ear-

innings recovered

ly setback. Zimbabwe re-
moved Abhishek Sharma
and Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi inside the powerplay,
leaving India under pres-
sure despite Sooryavan-
shi’s brisk 20 from nine
deliveries. Ishan Kishan
and captain Shreyas Iyer
repaired the innings with
a 66-run stand before
Kishan combined with
Tilak Varma in a decisive
94-run partnership that
shifted complete control
towards the visitors. Kis-
han top-scored with 81,
reaching his half-cen-
tury in 31 balls before
accelerating through the
closing stages. Tilak re-
mained unbeaten on 60
from just 29 deliveries,
bringing up his fifty in
only 23 balls as India

collected 61 runs in the
India
defeated Zimbabwe by
90 runs in the second
T201. After dominating
the show with the bat,
the bowlers once again

final five overs.

produced a stunning
show, with Prince Yadav
and debutant Yash Thak-
ur handing the visitors a
perfect start.
Zimbabwe lost three
wickets in the powerplay
and following which, the
dismissals came at regu-
lar intervals.

Prince, in the meantime,
had to leave the field
following a hamstring
injury, which resulted in
captain Shreyas trying
part-time options such
as Tilak and Abhishek.

Interestingly, both did a

Zmbabwe in second T201

lwr

commendable job. Ti-
lak picked up the prized
wicket of Ryan Burl,
while Abhishek ended
with a three-wicket haul,
securing India’s win. It
was also Shreyas’ first
series win as India cap-
tain following consec-
utive defeats to Ireland
and England.

He needs to build on this
and establish himself as
a dependable captain.
India continued their re-
markable dominance in
T20 cricket by equalling
the world record for the
most 200-plus totals in
a calendar year, posting
219/5 against Zimba-
bwe in the second T201
in Harare before sealing
a comprehensive 90-run
victory.

Ishan Kishan, Tilak Varma
dominate Zimbabwe in second
T20I; India seal series in Harare

§ . T|I - ;'n .
espite many of the first-team members being rested,
India had no difficulty in dealing with Zimbabwe,

who arrived for the three-match series with an ODI and a

one-off Test win against Bangladesh. In the second T201
in particular, the Chevrons were once again outplayed in
both the batting and bowling departments, as the Shreyas
Iyer-led side registered a 90-run win at the Harare Sports
Club. It also marked Iyer’s maiden series win as captain in
international cricket. Batting first, Abhishek Sharma once
again suffered as the southpaw departed for eight runs.
After his dismissal, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi took over the
business, hitting a couple of boundaries, but the 15-year-
old once again struggled to keep up with the momentum.
The opener went back, scoring 20 as the pressure fell on
the middle order. Ishan Kishan took responsibility and
bailed the team out of any sort of trouble. The keeper-bat-
ter made 81 runs off 44 balls. Initially, he built an import-
ant 66-run partnership with Shreyas, who made 25 runs.
Later, Tilak Varma completely changed the course of the
game, batting at a strike rate of over 200. Eventually, he
made 60 runs off 20 balls as India posted 219 runs on the
board in the first innings. It was once again a comfortable
night for the bowlers. Yash Thakur sent Brian Bennett for
32 runs to register his maiden international wicket. The
Zimbabwe opener was looking in solid touch and after his
dismissal, wickets fell like a house of cards. Prince Yadav
picked up two wickets before he was forced to walk off
with a hamstring injury. Ravi Bishnoi and Abhishek Shar-
ma dominated the middle overs, as the latter picked up
three wickets. Tilak Varma also bowled an over and picked
up the prized wicket of Ryan Burl.

competition, there have been major discussions around the

inclusion of veteran all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja. One of
the best players for the Indian team over the years, Jadeja
has not found himself in the scheme of things for India in
recent months. Speaking on the same, former India crick-

eter Kris Srikkanth took centre stage and talked about how
Jadeja should be included in India’s ODI squad and should
go to play in the ODI World Cup as well. Furthermore, Sri-
kkanth talked about how at least three spinners should be
present in India’s ODI squad, and that composition should
be used in the ODI World Cup as well. The side, led by
Shreyas lyer, registered a win in the first T201 of the series,
and they would hope to put in another good showing as

they take on Zimbabwe in the second T20I in Harare on
July 25th.

Former Indian cricketer lays out
difference between playing in the
IPL and on foreign soil

he Indian team is all set to?ake on Zirhl’):;g)\x}e ;1 the sec-

ond T20I of the ongoing three-game series. The two sides
are slated to meet at the Harare Sports Club on July 25th for
the clash. It is worth noting that the Indian team won the first
T20I of the series and will look to clinch the three-game affair
in the upcoming clash itself. It is worth noting that India came
into the series on the back of consecutive T20I series losses
against England and Ireland. The side registered its first win
under Shreyas Iyer’s leadership as they took on Zimbabwe in
the first T201. Speaking after the game, former India cricket-
er Ravichandran Ashwin took centre stage and talked about
the difference between the players competing in the IPL and
how different an atmosphere is presented when they play in
foreign conditions. ”This comes with the territory if you are
representing India, and people will criticise if you lose. If you
win, it is about to happen. There is a stark difference in the
exposure of players in the IPL and Zimbabwe players. But it
is not so easy against Zimbabwe because the conditions there
are different. There was a lot of help for bowlers at the start.
If India had batted first, the Zimbabwe bowlers would have
given us a little bit of a tough fight,” Ashwin said in a video on
his YouTube channel. “Many times a player gets a lot of con-
fidence at a particular venue, and that was seen,” Ashwin said.

Sahal Abdul Samad strikes as Mohun
Bagan beat East Bengal in Durand

b
Mohun Bagan began
their Durand Cup
campaign with a hard-
fought 1-0 victory over
arch-rival East Bengal at
the Salt Lake Stadium. Sa-
hal Abdul Samad struck the
decisive goal early in the
second half at the Kolkata
derby on Saturday.
The midfielder’s 52nd-min-
ute finish from close range
proved enough to separate
the two sides in a fiercely
contested Group B opener,

Cup opener

handing new head coach
Panagiotis Dilmperis a
winning start.

Notably, the breakthrough
came after Mohun Ba-
gan’s aggressive high press
forced a costly error from
the East Bengal defence.
Kiyan Nassiri won posses-
sion near the penalty area
before driving to the byline
and squaring the ball across
the six-yard box. Manvir
Singh’s attempted backheel
missed the delivery, but the

loose ball fell kindly for
Sahal, who calmly slotted

into an unguarded net to
give the Mariners the lead.
Substitute ~ Chungnunga
tested Vishal Kaith from a
tight angle before Rashid
failed to convert the re-
bound from close range.
Moments later, Ramirez’s
glancing effort from a
dangerous cross struck the
outside of the post, coming
within inches of an equal-
iser.

Vini Jr’s Brazil coming to India for a friendly
match? Everything you need to know

Brazil are set to return
to international ac-
tion with a three-match
programme during the first
FIFA international window
following the 2026 FIFA
World Cup. One of those
fixtures could take place
in India if ongoing dis-
cussions are successfully
concluded.The
Football Confederation
(CBF) has completed their
schedule for the upcoming

Brazilian

international break, with

against Australia on Sep-
tember 25 in Townsville
and September 29 in Bris-
bane.

The governing body is also
working towards staging a
third friendly in Kolkata at

-‘ N e
7,6 EmZﬂ d

the beginning of October,
although the identity of
the opposition has not yet
been decided. According to
ESPN Brazil, negotiations
over the proposed fixture
in India remain at an ad-
vanced stage.

‘x Jest Indies host

Pakistan for a
two-match Test series,
starting Saturday, July
25 in Tarouba, Trinidad.
Babar Azam, who re-
turned to captaincy, will
seek Pakistan’s first win
in the World Test Cham-
pionship cycle, but most
importantly, prove his
credentials in the lon-
gest format of the game
with his bat and also
leadership  credibility.
Notably, Shan Masood
was removed as cap-
tain after a disappoint-
ing run that included a

he stage is set for
Tthe 2nd T20I of the
ongoing series between
India and Zimbabwe.
The two sides are slat-
ed to meet at the Hara-
re Sports Club on July
25, and both teams will
look to put in their best
performance in the up-

coming clash.

« It is interesting to note

Bangladesh whitewash.
However, Pakistan have
retained an experienced
core featuring Moham-
mad Rizwan, Imam-
ul-Haq, Mohammad
Abbas and Saud Sha-
keel, whose availabili-
ty depended on fitness
clearance, as they look
to stabilise their red-
ball fortunes ahead of a
tougher tour of England
later this summer. West
Indies, meanwhile, will
be led by Roston Chase
and have refreshed their
squad after a difficult
period in Test cricket.

that the Men in Blue
won the first game of
the series, and they will
hope for another good
showing and will be
aiming to clinch the se-
ries as well. Many eyes
will be setupon 15-year-
old Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi; the youngster was
brilliant for India in the
first T20I of the series,

Where to watch Pakistan vs West
Indies 1st Test live on TV and stream
online in India?

Left-arm spinner Josh-
ua Bishop has earned
his maiden Test call-up
following  consistent
domestic performanc-
es, while opener Kirk
McKenzie returns in
place of the
John Campbell.

hosts  will,

injured
The
however,
be without fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph, who is
unavailable for personal
reasons, leaving a gap
in their pace attack. The
live streaming for the
West Indies vs Pakistan
Ist Test match will be
available on Fancode.

India vs Zimbabwe 2nd T201I Pitch Report,
how will surface in Harare play?

and a similar perfor-
mance will be expected
from him in the second
game as well.

Mayank Yadav won
the Player of the Match
award for his perfor-
two
wickets and conceding

mance, taking
18 runs in the four overs
that the bowled in the
clash.
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