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power West Indies to consolation ODI

win over New Zealand

est Indies have finally returned to winning ways af-
Wter three consecutive defeats against New Zealand
in the ODI series. In the final game of the series in Barba-
dos, the Caribbeans successfully chased down 269 runs af-
ter Shimron Hetmyer and Sherfane Rutherford combined

to steer the hosts through a tense finish.
Although the result came after the series had already
slipped away, it provided a timely boost for West Indies
ahead of their upcoming World Cup qualifying campaign.
They had a tough start to the chase, having been reduced
to 123/4 at one stage.
However, Hetmyer took over the responsibility and played
a vital knock of unbeaten 69 runs off 64 balls, while Ruth-
eford added 61. New Zealand’s spinners dictated the con-
test for much of the innings after Mitchell Santner entered
the attack in the 10th over. Meanwhile, Shai Hope’s dis-
missal added to the hosts’ problems.

Lalit Modi, IPL founder and first
chairman, says he will return to
India after major tribunal relief

Former Indian Premier League (IPL) chairman Lalit Modi

has confirmed that he will return to India by the end of
the year or early next year. An appellate tribunal set aside
most of the Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) findings and
penalties against him and other appellants in the 2009 I[PL
South Africa Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA)

(Shimron Hetmyer, Sherfane Rutherford

Rohit Sharma closes gap with Virat Kohli in
ICC rankings, Root enters top 10 after five years

England’s ODI series
win over India has
shaken up the latest ICC
Men’s ODI Player Rank-
ings. Star England batter
Joe Root has cracked the
top 10 for the first time in
five years, while India’s
former captain Rohit
Sharma has narrowed the
gap on teammate Virat
Kohli thanks to a bril-
liant century. Root, in-
strumental in England’s
first bilateral ODI series
win over India since
2018, moved up four
spots to eighth in the
batting rankings after a
run of steady scores. The
seasoned  right-hander
stayed not out across all
three matches, notching
76, 99, and 74 in the
three-match series. This

strong form has put him
back among the ICC’s
top 10 ODI batters for
the first time since 2020,
a notable achievement
in this later phase of his
celebrated international
career. Ben Duckett also
made a big leap, jumping
11 spots to joint-19th fol-
lowing one of the stand-
out innings of the series.
His outstanding 141 at
Lord’s not only sealed
the win for England but
also set the record for the
highest individual score
in a Men’s ODI at that
historic ground. Many
changes were seen in the
Men in Blue rankings,
with Rohit Sharma’s
valiant knock of 138
at Lord’s pushing him
close to Virat Kohli, who

now has a nine-point dif-
ference between them.
Moreover, Shubman
Gill continues in second
place, just one point be-
hind New Zealand’s top-
ranked Daryl Mitchell,
who currently has 802
Shreyas
Iyer is also up two places
to 13th after a knock of
66 in the second ODI in
Cardiff. After the recent

series between West In-

rating points.

dies and New Zealand,
Mitchell Santner of New
Zealand and Gudakesh
Motie of the West Indies
also climbed significant-
ly in the rankings. Sant-
ner’s figures of 2 for 15
and 2 for 36 in New Zea-
land’s wins in the third
and fourth ODIs helped
him rise from seventh

to fourth, while Motie
jumped seven places to
joint-ninth on the back
of a five-for-49 in the
fourth match. Michael
Bracewell moved up 14
spots to 29th and is now
third in the all-rounders’
rankings after gaining
two places. Meanwhile,
in the ICC Men’s T201
Player Rankings, Tan-
zid Hasan reached a
career-best 20th posi-
tion after topping the
run-scoring charts in
the series, which Ban-
gladesh won 2-1 against
Zimbabwe. Another ma-
jor beneficiary was Ben
Duckett, who climbed 11
places to joint-19th af-
ter producing one of the
standout innings of the
series.

Star India cricketer pens new deal
with county team after constant
ignorance from Indian management

Swith Yorkshire after being left out of India’s play-
ing XI during the recent ODI series in England and also
being dropped for the three-match T20Is vs Zimbabwe.
The wrist-spinner has signed as an overseas player for the
County Championship side and will join the club’s cam-
paign across two phases. He is also set to feature in five
One Day Cup matches before returning in September for
three of Yorkshire’s final four County Championship fix-
tures. Notably, Kuldeep is expected to make his first ap-
pearance for Yorkshire in Friday’s 50-over match against
Glamorgan at Neath.
The move provides the 31-year-old with an opportunity
for regular cricket after a difficult ODI series in England,
where India lost 1-2 and did not select him in any of the
three games. The decision to keep Kuldeep out of the XI
attracted criticism from several former cricketers and pun-
dits, particularly as India opted for a pace-heavy attack in
the final ODI despite Jasprit Bumrah’s absence. It resulted
in India conceding 387 runs while bowling first and even-
tually suffered a 27-run defeat.

Now, with senior players being rested for India’s T20I
assignment in Zimbabwe, Kuldeep will use the Yorkshire
opportunity to remain match-ready.

His initial county stint will also serve as preparation before
joining India’s squad for the two-Test series in Sri Lanka
in August.

After the Sri Lanka series, the spinner will return to Head-
ingley for Yorkshire’s final County Championship match-
es of the season. Kuldeep expressed his excitement about
joining the club and playing in English conditions.

case. Speaking after the ruling, Modi described the verdict

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

as the culmination of a legal battle spanning 16 years. He
said the decision had vindicated his long-standing posi-
tion that his actions were aimed at protecting the interests
of the IPL. “It’s really been a great day. 16 years I have

fought and whatever I have been saying to the media and
to everybody has finally emerged as the truth. I’m really
happy that the tribunal has ruled in my favour. I was only
concerned with the well-being of the IPL and nothing and
nothing at all. That is the most dear to me. Now that chap-
ter is behind me, I’'m going to move on in my life and I'm
looking forward to coming back to India. I will come back
probably end of this year or early next year. My daughter
is due with my grandson in October and hopefully every-
thing will be well and I’ll be back in India,” Modi said.

Zimbabwe announce 15-member

squad for T20I series vs India,
Wessley Madhevere returns

Zimbabwe have reshaped :[héir squad for the upcoming
three-match T20I series against India. For the marquee
series, the Chevrons have brought back all-rounder Wessly
Madhevere and fast bowler Newman Nyamhuri while award-
ing wicketkeeper-batter Tafadzwa Tsiga his first call-up in the
format. Madhevere returns after sitting out Zimbabwe’s most
recent T201 assignment against Bangladesh. Nyamhuri, on
the other hand, has also rejoined the squad after overcoming
the niggle that prevented him from featuring in that series.
Tsiga, meanwhile, has been rewarded with his maiden oppor-
tunity to represent Zimbabwe in T20Is. The latest selection
also sees Tanaka Chivanga retain his place after being draft-
ed into the Bangladesh series as Nyamhuri’s replacement.
However, Clive Madande, Tinotenda Maposa and Tashinga
Musekiwa have not been included for the matches against In-
dia. The 15-player squad will be captained by Sikandar Raza
for the home series in Harare, where Zimbabwe are sched-
uled to face the reigning champions on July 23, 25 and 26.
The squad changes reflect Zimbabwe’s preparations for one
of their biggest assignments of the season as they host the
world champions in a three-match contest on home soil. They
approach the series after a productive home campaign against
Bangladesh across formats.

Different match timing for India
vs Zimbabwe series, check squads,
fixture and all you need to know

India tour of Zimbabwe,

scheduled to start on
July 23, will feature three
T20s the
teams. Stakes are high for

between two
the men in blue after the
mediocre performance in
their previous games. India
are all set to take on Zimba-
bwe in a three-match T20
series, starting on Thurs-
day, July 23 at the Harare
Sports Club. Their recent
outings in the United King-
dom have put the team un-

der the scanner, but they
failed to win any of the
T20I series against Ireland
and England. It was capped
off with another 2-1 defeat
against the Three Lions in
the ODIs. Newly appointed
captain Shreyas Iyer, who
replaced Suryakumar Ya-
dav in June, is yet to prove
his value as a leader. His
IPL credentials have start-
ed to fade as India are yet
to win a single match under
his leadership. The series

against the Chevrons will

be key for him and as well
as for the entire batting unit.
On the other hand, prod-
igy Vaibhav Sooryavansi
is also gearing up for the
matches ahead. After a
poor debut in his interna-
tional debut, the youngster
is ready for a revival, with
a lot of faith in himself and
the team. Zimbabwe, in the
meantime, suffered a series
defeat to Bangladesh in the
three-match T20Is.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi to start afresh in
Zimbabwe following a below-par debut

ust four months ago,
J Vaibhav

shi proved his mettle in
the Under-19 World Cup
in Zimbabwe. In the fi-
nal against England, the
Bihar-born smashed 175
runs off 80 balls, securing

Sooryavan-

a win by 100 runs for In-
dia. He finished as the sec-
ond-leading run-scorer in
the tournament and played
a vital role throughout the
course of the season to help
India get the job done. Now

B3

the 15-year-old is set to re-
turn to the ground as part of
the senior team.

He has retained his place
after the Ireland and En-
gland series, as India play
a three-match T20I series
in Harare, commencing on

a 7

July 23. Ahea of that, the
all-rounder has shared his
memories from his previ-
ous matches at the venue.
In a video shared by BCCI,
Sooryavanshi said that the
ground holds special mem-
ories for him.

ewly appoint-
Ned India’s T20I
vice-captain Tilak Var-
ma has failed to live up
to expectations in recent
times. His poor strike
rate has been a con-
stant discussion among
fans and arguably for
the same reason, the
selectors have recalled
Rinku Singh for the up-
coming three-match se-
ries against Zimbabwe.
Tilak
about strike

However, isn’t
bothered
rate criticism, insisting
that he bats according to

the team’s needs rather

ormer  Australia
Fopener David War-
ner has pleaded guilty to
a mid-range drink-driv-
ing charge. The plea
was entered through
Warner’s lawyer, Bobby
Hill, at Waverley Local
Court on Wednesday,
July 22. However, the

veteran batter wasn’t re-
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*. quired to appear before
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than chasing personal
numbers.

Ahead of the Zimbabwe
series, the Hyderabad
batter made it clear that
he’s capable of attack-
ing from the very first
ball, but that his ap-
proach shifts depending
on the match situation
and what the team actu-
ally needs.

“l play according to
In this
game, you have to bat

the situation.

in different places, and
especially in such con-
ditions, it’s not easy. At
the same time, I always

the court. His sentence
is now scheduled to be
handed down on August
18.

In the meantime, his
role as Sydney Thun-
der captain is under
renewed
the
sentencing next month.

scrutiny — as
cricketer awaits
“The parties are in dis-
cussion about the facts,”

Tilak Varma hits back at strike-rate

critics before Zimbabwe series, says
‘I play as per situation’

say that I do whatev-
er is required for the
team. If I have to stop
and play for the team,
then I stop and play. If
I have to hit, then I hit
and play,” Tilak said in
the press conference.
He pointed to India’s
repeated top-order col-
lapses on the tour as the
real reason behind his
approach.

Tilak
Shreyas Iyer’s deputy
after the BCCI reshuf-
fled the T20I setup fol-

lowing India’s World

was named

Cup win.

David Warner pleads guilty to
drink-driving, lawyer reveals details

Mr Hill commented as
quoted by Cricinfo. No-
tably, the charge relates
to an incident on Easter
Sunday after Warner
was stopped by police
in Sydney’s eastern
suburbs. The reading
was more than double
the legal limit and falls
within the mid-range

drink-driving category.
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