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in Gothia Cup, coach calls for more

practice matches for improvement

The Special Olympics Bharat football team was felic-

itated in New Delhi on Monday, July 20, following
their bronze medal victory at the Gothia Cup 2026 in Swe-
den. Notably, India secured a third-place finish in the tour-
nament after defeating Finland 2—1 in the bronze medal
playoft, capping off a challenging campaign marked by
rapid adaptations to unfamiliar playing conditions and

tough international competition.

The tournament began with two division matches to de-
termine group placements. India opened with a 1-1 draw
against France before suffering a 2-0 defeat to Germany.
The results placed the squad into Group 2 for the main
competition stage. In the group stage, India endured a
tough start, falling 6-0 to Turkmenistan in their opening
fixture. However, the team responded quickly with a 2-0
victory over Estonia before concluding the group stage

with a 3-1 loss to Finland.
All you need to know about The
Hundred 2026; Check Men’s squads,

schedule, and live streaming details

he stage is set for yet another edition of The Hundred

2026. The men’s tournament will kick off on July

21st, and the season opener will see MI London taking on

Sunrisers Leeds. The two sides will meet at The Oval in

London, and both sides will look to put in their best per-
formance in the clash.

(Special Olympics Bharat wins bronze

‘I didn’t believe him’: Sanju Samson opens up on Rohit ' R Ashwin brands Rohit and Kohli as
Sharma’s advice, competition with Ishan Kishan

Star India batter San-
ju Samson has had a
roller coaster of a career.
At the age of 31, Samson
has experienced almost
everything there is to
experience. From squad
snubs to IPL heroics, and
capping it all off with
some exceptional perfor-
mances in the T20 World
Cup 2026. Despite not
being a part of India’s
playing XI for a major
part of the tournament,
Samson was a sporadic
part of India’s playing
XI in the early stages of
the competition but per-
formed brilliantly in the
last three games, becom-
ing one of the biggest rea-
sons for India’s title win.
Speaking on the same,

Samson talked about his

conversation with former
India skipper Rohit Shar-
ma and revealed how he
told him that he would
get a chance later in the
tournament. ”To be hon-
est, I didn’t believe him
at that time. Sorry. He
might have spoken from
his heart or from his ex-
perience, but that day I
wasn’t able to see what
he was seeing,” Samson
said. “I went through
that phase for four or
five days before getting
myself back on track.
You know you’ve failed,
so what’s next? You’re
at the bottom, so from
there, you can only go
up. | started working on
myself mentally. I started
asking myself questions:
why do I play cricket?

What’s
Samson told JioHotstar.

my purpose?”

Samson didn’t hide from
what came next. As his
form dipped, Ishan Kis-
han’s stock rose fast, and
Samson knew exactly
what that meant for his
own place in the side.
”I could clearly see that
Ishan was moving above
me in the pecking order.
You get five matches
and score 24, 6, 6, 10
and 0, then another guy
comes in, scores 70-odd
straightaway, gets a hun-
dred later in the series,
and the next match is
directly in the T20 World
Cup. Anyone would pre-
fer an in-form batter,”
he said. “It was clear
that the World Cup was
done for me. Whatever

had to happen had hap-
pened, and the only thing
I could do was sit quiet-
ly and clap,” he said. He
also credited his wife for
a mindset shift during
that stretch.
I was overdoing it, and

“I realised

my wife was right, being
happy and mentally in a
good space is much more
important than putting in
hours and hours of prac-
tice. The New Zealand
series taught me that,”
he concluded. Although
Samson spent much of
the tournament on the
sidelines, he made the
most of his opportunities
whenever called upon.
Accepting the reality of
the situation proved to be
one of the toughest mo-
ments of his career.

‘untouchable’, reflects on their future
in ODI cricket

The three-game ODI series between India and England
ended in a disappointing defeat for the Indian team.

The Men in Blue, after winning the first ODI of the series,
succumbed to hefty losses in the second and third ODIs,
effectively losing the series in the process as well.
There were many talking points from the series as India
lost the three-game affair, with the biggest one being the
presence and performances of Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma. The two are in the twilight of their careers, but de-
spite nearing the end, their class has remained. While Virat
Kohli scored 74 runs in 60 deliveries in the third ODI, Ro-
hit Sharma went on to score 138 runs to his name as well.
Speaking on the same, former India cricketer Ravichan-
dran Ashwin took centre stage and branded both Rohit and
Kohli as untouchable in the side. ”They cannot touch Virat
and Rohit if they want to play.

It is because of their credentials. Rohit has scored almost
12,000 runs; they cannot touch him. The other thing is
that they are batters, and if you touch them, they have an
army. People come to see them. If you drop them, it will
just break the roof down,” Ashwin said in a video on his
YouTube channel. Furthermore, Ashwin heaped massive
praise on Rohit Sharma for his century in the third ODI.
The veteran batter hit his 51st international century but
was unable to take India over the finish line. This is a
phenomenal knock. He was set after hitting that pull to
Josh Tongue. I feel that this is Rohit’s road to a comeback
after an injury. If he were in a slightly better state or were
more confident, he could have scored 180 and won the
match for the team. I felt like Rohit was in really good
form,” Ashwin said.

It is worth noting that the previous edition of the compe-

tition was won by Oval Invincibles (now MI London) as
they defeated Trent Rockets in the final of the tournament,
and the defending champions will hope to kick off their
title defence with a good showing against Leeds. The com-

petition kicks off on July 21. The eight teams will look to
put in their best effort as the season begins. The final of the
event will be held on August 16, and it could be interesting
to see which side comes out on top.
Birmingham Phoenix Men’s squad: Jacob Bethell (c), Re-
han Ahmed, Joe Clarke, Scott Currie, Laurie Evans, Don-
ovan Ferreira, Saqib Mahmood, Matthew Montgomery,
Mitch Owen, Mustafizur Rahman, Will Smeed, Usman
Tariq, Jordan Thompson, Chris Wood, Sean Dickson, Tom
Helm

Aminul Haque holds out hope for
India-Bangladesh series, highlights
importance of sports dlplomacy

he Indlan team has been long scheduled to tour Bangla-

desh, but due to several factors, the series has not con-
ducted so far due to various factors. At the start of the year,
the BCB (Bangladesh Cricket Board) had come forward and
announced that they would be hosting India across three ODIs
and three T20Is in August-September 2026. The decision was
announced after the tour, which was originally slated to be
held in 2025, was postponed due to the political tensions be-
tween the two sides. India and Bangladesh have had a strained
relationship in recent times; the same also saw Bangladesh
opt out of the T20 World Cup 2026 in India, citing security
concerns. However, the BCB put up media rights for the In-
dia-Bangladesh series on sale earlier this month, which is one
of the biggest signs that the tour could finally be conducted.
Speaking on the same, Bangladesh’s state minister for youth
and sports, Aminul Haque, came forward and talked about the
potential smooth conduct of the series. “After arriving, I think
that we will overcome the tension that was there (between the
two countries) over a small incident in the past and hopeful-
ly our sports diplomacy, our communication, our movement,
everything will continue with our neighbouring country,” he
added. After months of controversy and developments, the

conduct of the series looks more and more likely.

Former India cricketer gives his take
on Shubman Gill’s fitness after ODI
series loss against England

India’s ODI series against
England ended with the
team suffering another de-
feat; the Men in Blue sus-
tained losses in the second
and third ODIs, losing the
series. After the losses, In-
dia skipper Shubman Gill
came forward and pointed
out the fitness concerns
in the side. However, it
is worth noting that Gill
himself

was  captured

struggling with  cramps

throughout the series. In

India’s chase of the 388-
run target, Shubman Gill
alone made 77 runs off 84
balls, including 10 fours
and a six. In the midst of
his batting spree during the
22nd over, Gill was seen
looking  uncomfortable.
He had got down to stretch
his legs. This was not the
star’s only incident of feel-
ing unwell. In the first ODI
of the series, Gill had to
retire injured after he was
hit with muscle cramps,

making 80 runs off his bat.
Reflecting upon these mo-
ments, former India crick-
eter Irfan Pathan urged the
importance of fitness and
highlighted how fitness im-
pacts the momentum of the
game. At the same time,
Irfan Pathan praised batter
Rohit Sharma for his per-
formance in the third ODI.
Sharma’s first two matches
in the series were below the
expectations the fans had
from him.

Ruturaj Gaikwad named captain as West
Zone announce squad for Duleep Trophy

he Duleep Trophy is

all set to kick off on
August 23, and ahead of
the new season, the teams
have started to reveal their
squads for the event. West
Zone joined the bandwag-
on as they named their
squad for the upcoming
Duleep Trophy season. In
a major development, star
India batter Ruturaj Gaik-
wad has been named skip-
per of the West Zone for
the tournament. It is worth

noting that Sh-z;ms Mulani
has been named Gaikwad’s
deputy in the squad, with
the likes of Prithvi Shaw,
Shivalik Sharma, Musheer
and Sarfaraz Khan being a
part of the squad as well.
Harvik Desai and Urvil Pa-

tel have been picked Ias the

two wicket-keepers in the
side. The batting unit has a
unique blend of youth and
experience, and West Zone
will look to put in their best
performance in the upcom-
ing tournament.

Katherine Sciver-Brunt named Trent
Rockets’ assistant coach ahead of
The Hundred 2026

-
- v
i

n a major develop-

ment, The Hundred
franchise, Trent Rock-
ets Women, has come
forward and named for-
mer England cricketer
Katherine Sciver-Brunt
as their new assistant
coach ahead of the up-
coming edition of The
Hundred Women'’s
2026. It is worth noting
that the tournament is
all set to kick off on July
21st, and the eight teams
will look to put in their
best showing. Further-
more, with the recruit-
ment of Sciver-Brunt,

Katherine will be work—
ing alongside her wife,
Nat. Ever since retiring
from cricket in 2023,
this will be Katherine
Sciver-Brunt’s first as-
signment.

The 41-year-old is one
of the greatest women’s
cricketers in the histo-
ry of England cricket,
awarded an OBE for
her services. Katherine
Sciver-Brunt  remains
England women’s
second-highest  wick-
et-taker across formats
with 335 wickets to

her name. She will be

workmg alongs1de head
coach Chris Read and
fielding coach Graeme
White.

Notably, Rockets were
unable to make it to the
knockout stages of the
in 2025,
finishing in fourth place

tournament
in the standings, and
it could be interesting
to see how they fare in
the upcoming season.
Speaking of the side’s
Trent Rock-
ets Women will kick

schedule,

off their campaign by
taking on Birmingham
Phoenix Women.

Calcutta High Court orders arrest of wicket-
keeper batter Abishek Porel over rape case

n a major develop-
the Calcutta
High Court has come

ment,

forward and ordered the
immediate arrest of In-
dia wicket-keeper batter
Abhishek Porel over a
rape case. As part of the
same ongoing case, the
court has also directed
the police to seize all

*.the electronic devices

of the batter to protect
the complainant’s pri-
vacy. It is worth noting
that the case came after
Porel, who represents
Delhi Capitals in the
IPL, was accused of
engaging a woman in a
sexual relationship un-
der the false promise of
marriage, even subject-
ing her to assault and

criminal  intimidation
in June 2026. Alleged-
ly, Porel had also been
threatening the victim
to release her intimate
photos and videos. The
complaint was filed at
Magra Police Station
in Hooghly district;
however, it is interest-
ing to note that Porel
denied the allegations.
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