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SPORTS NEWS

Fuente hails his side as Spain clinch
historic second World Cup title

Spain scripted history as they clinched their second
FIFA World Cup title, defeating Argentina in the
summit clash of the tournament. The two sides met at the
New York-New Jersey Stadium on July 20th, and Spain
managed to register a 1-0 win as Ferran Torres scored
the only goal of the game in extra time. Throughout the
game, Spain completely dominated Argentina; the defend-
ing champions were nowhere to be found. It was the 2010
champions who carried the ball throughout the game and
dominated Argentina, ultimately helping themselves to a
win. After the victory, Spain head coach Luis de la Fuente
took centre stage and hailed the quality in his side and how
the credit goes to the players who performed exceptionally
well. “First of all I would like to thank the whole staff and
everyone who worked with us. The players are the true
protagonists. We feel satisfaction, pride. It’s such an hon-
our to be the coach of these amazing players,” he added.

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli overtake
Dilshan-Sangakkara in elite list with
solid partnership against England

ndia took on England in the third and final ODI of the
Iongoing series between the two sides. The teams took
centre stage at the Lord’s Cricket Ground in London on
July 19th, and the game began with England batting first
and posting a total of 388 runs in the first innings. Chas-
ing down the target, it was the performance of Rohit Shar-

(" “The true protagonists’: Luis de la h

Calcutta High Court orders arrest of wicket-
keeper batter Abishek Porel over rape case

.
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n a major develop-
the Calcutta
High Court has come

ment,

forward and ordered the
immediate arrest of In-
dia wicket-keeper batter
Abhishek Porel over a
rape case. As part of the
same ongoing case, the
court has also directed
the police to seize all the
electronic devices of the
batter to protect the com-
plainant’s privacy.

It is worth noting that the
case came after Porel,
Delhi
Capitals in the IPL, was

who represents
accused of engaging a
woman in a sexual rela-
tionship under the false
promise of marriage,
even subjecting her to
assault and criminal in-

timidation in June 2026.

Allegedly, Porel had also
been threatening the vic-
tim to release her inti-
mate photos and videos.
The complaint was filed
at Magra Police Station
in Hooghly district; how-
ever, it is interesting to
note that Porel denied
the allegations. The next
hearing on the matter is
scheduled for August 11.
Justice Saugata Bhat-
tacharya issued the arrest
warrant against Porel,
and according to the
complainant, she was
sexually abused under
the pretext of marriage;
she also stated that she
was in a relationship
with Porel for the last
three years. While he has
denied the allegations,
the officials confirmed

to the High Court that
efforts to locate the ac-
cused are currently un-
derway. A detailed report
on the arrest is expect-
ed in the coming days.
Speaking of Abishek
Porel, the 23-year-old is
yet to make his interna-
tional debut. However,
he does have plenty of
experience playing in
the IPL (Indian Premier
League).

He represents Delhi Cap-
itals in the tournament,
and in his four seasons
with  Delhi
Porel has played a total of

Capitals,

35 matches in the tourna-
ment and has scored 769
runs to his name, main-
taining an average of
25.63 runs. Furthermore,
apart from his time in the

IPL, the 23-year-old has
also played 32 first-class
matches and 23 List A
games.

Scoring 1408 and 833
runs, respectively, in
He has

established himself as

both formats.

a starting wicket-keep-
er for Bengal but is yet
to represent the Indian
team in any format. The
Calcutta High Court
has reportedly directed
the immediate arrest of
Abhishek Porel in con-
nection with an ongo-
ing criminal case. The
court has also ordered
investigating authorities
to seize the cricketer’s
electronic devices as part
of the investigation and
to safeguard the com-
plainant’s privacy.

R Ashwin gives his take on Kuldeep
Yadav’s continued absence from India
squad after England series loss

P

The Indian team has been undergoing a rough patch
of form; after losing the T20I series against Ireland,
the Men in Blue followed it up with a 4-0 T20I series loss
against England. Furthermore, England handed India an-

other 2-1 loss in the ODI series in what is being branded as
one of the worst forms that the Men in Blue have been in
recent times. Speaking on the same, former India cricketer
Ravichandran Ashwin took centre stage and talked about
the exclusion and absence of Kuldeep Yadav in the side.
“It’s his turn after we (Ashwin and Jadeja) have left. He
has to be the number one.
If they are not showing confidence in him, what is the
point of Kuldeep Yadav continuing? What is the direction
forward for Kuldeep Yadav?” Ashwin said in a video on
his YouTube channel. ”I know everyone has their favor-
ites. It’s impossible that someone comes and says I’ll treat
everyone equally. Without your own knowledge, you will
have your favorites. That will be there, but this is a case
that is very bizarre. Yesterday was a big blow to Kuldeep,”
he added. Speaking on the Indian team’s schedule, the
Men in Blue are all set to take on Zimbabwe in a three-
game T20I series next. The two sides will meet across
three T20Is in Harare on July 23, 25, and 26. Coming on
the back of consecutive losses in the shortest format, it
could be interesting to see how the Indian team bounces
back in T20I cricket. Furthermore, the upcoming series
will also see the return of 15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi. Coming on the back of subpar performances in the
England series, Vaibhav will be raring to go. On the back
of a marvellous IPL season with Rajasthan Royals, many
were backing Sooryavanshi to do well.

ma that stood out. Opening the innings, the veteran bat-

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

ter smashed his 51st international century and went on to
score 138 runs in 110 deliveries, shutting down his critics
and even shutting down the recent retirement talks. It is
worth noting that Rohit and Kohli built a solid partnership
in the second innings as well, building a partnership of

113 runs as they put England in a spot of bother in the sec-
ond innings. Doing so, the duo also surpassed former Sri
Lanka players Tilakratne Dilshan and Kumar Sangakkara
in the list of players with the most 100+ partnerships in
ODI cricket. Both Rohit and Kohli have now built 100+
run partnerships in ODIs 21 times, surpassing Dilshan and
Sangakkara’s tally of 20. With Rohit Sharma dismissed on
a score of 138 runs, the responsibility falls on the shoul-
ders of veteran batter Virat Kohli.

‘Something is missing’: Shubman
Gill calls for improved fitness within
team India amid injury crisis

o v

he Indian team succumbed to a hefty loss in the third
ODI of the multi-format series against England; the Men
in Blue ended up losing the series as they faced defeats in
the second and third ODIs, only managing to register a single
victory across their tour of Ireland and England. There were
several talking points from the series, with one of the biggest
ones being the injury crisis that the Men in Blue are going
through. The likes of Hardik Pandya, Nitish Kumar Reddy,
Jasprit Bumrah, and many other stars are out injured, which
has been one of the biggest reasons why India lost the series.
Speaking on the same, India skipper Shubman Gill came for-
ward and asked for improved fitness within the side, calling
out that the players are unable to last a three-game series, and
with the ODI World Cup on the horizon where the players
will be required to play consistently, it could pose problems
for the Men in Blue. “If you look at the first squad that we an-
nounced, at least five of the players did not play today. When
one player gets injured, you have to play a different combi-
nation. If two are injured, you play a different combination. |
think if a player is missing after every match [due to injury],
somewhere we are missing a trick. Keeping the World Cup in
mind, we have to play eleven matches in a row. And here the
players are unable to finish a series of two or three matches.”

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi arrives in
Zimbabwe alongside Team India
ahead of three-game T20I series

he Indian team is all
Tset to take on Zimba-
bwe across a three-game
T20I series. The two sides

will meet in Harare for all
three clashes on July 23,

25, and 26, and ahead of

the series, the Indian team
has safely arrived in Zim-
babwe. In a video shared
Cricket
across their social media

by Zimbabwe

handles, players of the
Men in Blue’s squad were

seen arriving at the airport.

‘A sad story’: Former India cricketer weighs
in on India’s ODI series loss against England

Fse

he Indian team sus-

tained yet another loss
in the third ODI of the se-
ries against England; the
hosts registered a 27-run
win in the game, clinching
the series in the process,
handing India yet another
defeat. With the loss, for-
mer India cricketer Aakash
Chopra expressed disap-
pointment over India’s per-
formance in the series. He
noted that the Men in Blue
have been in a rut and have

In the video that has been
making the rounds all over
social media, 15-year-old
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and
many stars of the side can
be seen arriving at the air-
port ahead of the series.
It is interesting to note
that the Men in Blue will
be coming into the series
on the back of consecu-
tive losses in the shortest
format. The side lost two
Ireland

matches against

and followed it up with

been on a losing streak,

especially in the shortest
format of the game. In In-
dia’s ODI series against
England, the visitors bore
a 2-1 defeat, despite calling
in their big guns. Limit-
ed to 360/7, 28 runs short

a 4-0 series loss against
England as well. With the
series right around the cor-
ner, many eyes will be set
upon 15-year-old Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. Coming
on the back of a marvel-
lous IPL (Indian Premier
League) season, a lot was
expected from Sooryavan-
shi when he was selected
in India’s squad for the
Ireland and England series.
He did not get a chance
against Ireland.

of the 388-run target, they
lost the third and final ODI

at Lord’s on Sunday, July
19. The match was the fi-
nal game of India’s tour of
England, and the loss was
preceded by a 0-4 defeat in
the T201.

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

‘Not told us anything’: Shubman Gill
opens up on Rohit Sharma’s future

amid ongo

eam India lost the
Tthird ODI of their
multi-format series
against England. Hav-
ing lost the second and
third ODIs, India missed
out on winning the se-
ries, as England put in
some brilliant perfor-
mances. One of the big-
gest talking points from
the series was the future
of veteran batter Rohit
Sharma. In the twilight
of his Rohit
Sharma came into the
third ODI on the back of
consecutive subpar per-

career,

formances in the series.

ing retirem

He was dismissed for 11
and 26 runs in the first
two ODIs of the series,
respectively. However,
he put in a good show in
the third clash, scoring
138 runs to his name.
After his performance
in the first two ODIs,
reports emerged that
Rohit Sharma would
be announcing his re-
from ODIs
after the Lord’s game.

tirement

However, India skipper
Shubman Gill revealed
that he hasn’t had a
conversation with Ro-
hit over his future in the

ent reports

e

g -

side. With the conclu-
sion of the ODI series,

India will now be tak-
ing on Zimbabwe in a
three-game T201 series.
Coming on the back of
six consecutive losses
in T20I cricket, the Men
in Blue will hope to im-
prove against Zimba-
bwe. The side will take
on Zimbabwe across
three T20I matches. The
games will be held on
July 23, 25, and 26, and
all three matches will be
held in Harare. Coming
on the back of subpar
performances.

Rohit Sharma puts retirement rumours to
rest in explosive interview after ENG series

he Indian team
Tsuccumbed to a
hefty loss in the third
and final ODI of the
series against England.
The two sides met at the
Lord’s Cricket Ground
in London for the clash
on July 20th, and bat-
ting first, England man-
aged to post a total of
387 runs on the board in

.
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

the first innings. Aim-
ing to chase down the
target, it was the perfor-
mance of veteran bat-
ter Rohit Sharma that
stood out for the Men
in Blue. Opening the in-
nings, Rohit performed
brilliantly as he scored
138 runs in 110 deliv-
the
Indian team to the per-

eries, propelling

fect start in the game.
After the game, Rohit
Sharma came forward
and talked about the
outside noise as well.
Putting the rumours of
retirement to bed, Rohit
claimed that his job is
to perform on the field,
and he is unfazed by
outside noise surround-
ing everything.
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