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(Thomas Tuchel defends his tactics )
after England’s loss to Argentina
in World Cup semi-final

he stage is set for the bronze final of the ongoing FIFA

World Cup 2026; England will be taking on France
in a bid to finish in third place in the tournament. The two
sides will meet at the Miami Gardens for the clash on July
19th, and both teams will look to put in their best perfor-
mance. While France were eliminated from the tourna-
ment by Spain, England succumbed to the genius of Lionel
Messi and his side in the second semi-final. It is worth
noting that despite taking the lead in the game, England
conceded two late goals against Argentina as they were
eliminated from the tournament. After the game, many ex-
perts came forward and criticised the tactics of England
head coach Thomas Tuchel and how his tactics cost the
1966 champions a shot at the final. Speaking on the same,
Tuchel came forward and claimed that he has no regrets.
France would see them register their best result in a World

Cup in the last 60 years.

‘Among the best’: Lionel Messi
sings Lamine Yamal’s praises
ahead of FIFA World Cup 2026

he stage is set for the final of the FIFA World Cup
2026; one-time champions Spain will be taking on
defending champions Argentina. The two sides will meet
at the New York-New Jersey Stadium on July 20th, and it
could be interesting to see how the sides fare in the clash.
Ahead of the game, one major story has revolved around
the battle of Lionel Messi and Lamine Yamal.
The 39-year-old will be taking on Barcelona’s current su-
perstars in one of the most looked-forward-to battles in
the tournament. Speaking of the same, Lionel Messi came
forward and talked about the future of Lamine Yamal and

how he is among the best players in the world at the mo-
ment.
He also talked about how Barcelona’s future is in safe
hands with Yamal in the side. “Lamine is a great player,
and I follow him a lot because he plays for a club I LOVE.
I always wish him all the best — no doubts that he’s
among the best in the world. We [at Barga] are very lucky
to have Lamine Yamal. I say this because what’s good for
him is also good for our Barcelona,” Messi said ahead of
the game.

How has France performed against
England in FIFA WC history? All you
need to know ahead of the bronze final

%

- R A Kl -
rance and England are all set to take on each in the bronze
final of the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2026. It is worth
noting that both sides have been eliminated from the semi-fi-
nals of the tournament and will now take on each other in a
bid to finish in third place. Notably, the two sides will take on
each other at the Miami Gardens on July 19, and it could be
interesting to see which side comes out on top. Over the years,
both France and England have taken on each other several
times, and have a deep history between them as well. Ahead
of the game, many fans would also be wondering how the
two sides have fared against each other in the past. When it
comes to FIFA World Cup history, France and England have
taken on each other three times in the tournament’s history.
In the three matches, England have emerged victorious two
times, and France has won just once. However, considering
the form of the two sides, many would consider France to
be the favourites this time around and to finish in third place
in the competition. With France all set to take on England
in the bronze final, the 2018 champions’ head coach Didier
Deschamps took centre stage and talked about the clash. He
also revealed how their star forward Kylian Mbappe is all set
to feature in the clash as the race for the golden boot is ap-
praching its end.

BWF World Championship mascot, anthem
released; BAI expects best-ever tournament

he World Badmin-

ton Championships
will return to India after
a gap of 17 years, with
more than 400 players
from over 50 countries
expected to compete in
the 30th edition of the
Ahead of
Minister

tournament.
that, Sports
Mansukh
along with Badminton
Association of India
(BAI) president and
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma,

Mandaviya,

formally launched the of-
ficial mascot and the an-
them for the BWF World
Championships on Sat-
urday, July 18, in New
Delhi. The mascot has
been named ‘Peacko’,
inspired by the Indian
peafowl, the country’s

‘Rohit will work it out’:

national bird. The an-
them, on the other hand,
features all 16 members
of India’s squad, includ-
ing two-time Olympic
medallist PV  Sindhu,
Lakshya Sen, Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty. Star shut-
tler Sindhu will headline
the home challenge and
has the opportunity to
become the most dec-
orated medallist in the
event’s history by secur-
ing a sixth podium finish.
Meanwhile, the minister
briefly addressed how In-
dia are marching towards
a strong sporting nation
and once again reassured

nation. Our roadmap is
clear as we prepare to
host major international
events, including our bid
for the 2036 Olympics.
In the last two years,
the country has hosted
36 international sport-
ing events, and many
more are scheduled.
The BWF World Cham-
pionships returning to
India after 17 years is
another important mile-
stone,” Mandaviya said.
“It will not only give
our players an opportu-
nity to compete at home
but
India’s ability to organ-

also demonstrate

ise world-class sporting

ton Association of India
projected confidence
that the tournament will
be remembered for the
badminton on court rath-
er than the venue-related
concerns that overshad-
owed the India Open ear-
lier this year. Alongside
the launch celebrations,
BAI

al Sanjay Mishra said

secretary — gener-

preparations at the venue
had addressed the opera-
tional shortcomings that
drew criticism during
the India Open Super
750 in January. He added
that flooring installation
would begin next week,
while spectators and par-

Spain’s star footballer reveals to
announce retirement if they beat
Argentina in FIFA World Cup 2026

pain defender Marc Cucurella has revealed to retire

from international football if La Roja defeats Argenti-
na in the FIFA World Cup final. He also added of doing a
permanent tattoo of head coach Luis de la Fuente to hon-
our him in case they win. Notably, the left-back made the
remarks ahead of the title clash as Spain prepare to chase
their first World Cup crown since 2010. Standing in their
way is defending champion Argentina, led by Lionel Mes-
si, in what will be the biggest test of De la Fuente’s tenure
with the national side. Cucurella said lifting the World Cup
would leave him with nothing further to accomplish in in-
ternational football after already winning the European

Championship.

“If we win the World Cup, I’ll call Luis the next day and
tell him not to count on me anymore, that I’'m retiring from
the national team. With a European Championship and a
World Cup, I can’t do any better. I would get a little tattoo
of Spain manager Luis de la Fuente’s face on my bicep if

we were to win the World Cup,” Cucurella said.
While one of his players spoke about the possibility of
ending his international career, De la Fuente struck a re-
laxed tone as attention turned to the final against Lionel
Scaloni’s side. The Spain coach joked with reporters be-
fore stressing that his team intended to embrace the oc-
casion rather than feel burdened by it. “I’m quite nervous
because we’ll be returning by helicopter,” De la Fuente
told reporters with a laugh. “We came by helicopter, and

that the nation is ready to
host the 2036 Olympics.
“India is moving towards
becoming a

sporting

events
our position as a global
sporting
he added. The Badmin-

Morne Morkel

and strengthen

destination,”

backs Rohit Sharma to return to top
form ahead of the third England ODI

r

take on each other in
the third ODI of the ongo-
ing series. The two sides
will take on each other at
the Lord’s Cricket Ground
in London on July 19th;
ahead of the game, many
eyes will be set upon veter-
an batter Rohit Sharma.
After two subpar scores
in the first two ODIs, re-
ports came forward that the
Lord’s game could be Rohit
Sharma’s final ODI game.

India and England will

However, the rumours
were dismissed by BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia.
Ahead of the game, In-
dia’s bowling coach Morne
Morkel took centre stage
and backed Rohit Sharma
to return to top form and be
among the runs once more
as India takes on England
in the third ODI.

“Rohit, as I said earlier, it is
hard work with a new ball
up front.

We have seen that in the

entire series. The ball is
moving around. So batting
up front, it is not easy.

No doubt Rohit will work
it out. He has done it in the
past.

He is experienced. And he

just brings that calmness to

the batting line-up.

So without a doubt, no
worries and concerns at all
with the way he is going
about things,” Morkel said
in the pre-game press con-
ference.

BCCI names replacement for injured Washington

Sundar ahead of third England

ith the Indian team
Wall set to take on
England in the third and
final ODI of the ongoing
series, the BCCI (Board
of Control for Cricket in
India) came forward and
announced the replacement
for the injured all-rounder
Washington Sundar.
It is worth noting that
23-year-old Harsh Dubey
will be replacing Sundar in
the squad.
It is worth noting that the

Indian team will look to put
in their best performance in
the upcoming game, as the
clash will be the series de-
cider.

Interestingly, the Men in
Blue registered a brilliant
win in the first ODI of the

)

ODI

win of the tour.

However, England came
back with a brilliant perfor-
mance in the second ODI
and levelled the score as
they took on India in Car-
diff.

ticipants will have access
to food courts, children’s
play areas , giant screens,

and umbrella booths.
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Mirabai Chanu, Lovlina Borgohain
named India’s flag and baton bearers
ahead of Commonwealth Games 2026

-

n a major develop-
ment, India’s profes-
sional weightlifter Mi-
rabai Chanu and boxer
Lovlina Borgohain have
been selected as India’s
official flag and baton
bearers in the upcom-
ing Commonwealth
Games 2026. The duo
will be leading India’s
contingent at the event
during the opening cer-
emony at The Hydro in
Glasgow on July 23.

The IOA (Indian Olym-
pic Association) made
the official announce-
ment on July 18. No-

ndia and England

will take on each oth-
er in the third and final
ODI of the ongoing se-
ries between them.
The two sides will meet
at the Lord’s Crick-
et Ground in London
on July 19th, and with
the clash right around

® 00000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000_

the corner, both teams

., will be looking to put

.
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

we have to fly back once the press conference is over, and
that really makes me nervous. Nothing else, though — I’'m
absolutely calm. We’re lucky to be in these circumstances,

in this situation.”

tably, Mirabai will be
holding the Indian flag,
whereas Lovlina will be
leading the contingent
with the baton in hand.
Ahead of the event, all
of the 74 Common-
wealth nations and ter-
ritories have received
their own batons.

Furthermore, the batons
will be reunited at the
opening ceremony of
the event at the open-
ing ceremony before
the games are official-
ly declared open. After
the announcement, IOA
president PT Usha came

in their best effort in
hopes of clinching the
Ahead of the
game, one of the biggest

series.

talking points in recent
times has been the per-
formances of veteran
batter Rohit Sharma.
After scoring 11 runs
in the first ODI, Rohit
struggled in the second
as well, scoring 26 runs

and talked
about how big an hon-

forward

our it was to announce
the names of Mirabai
and Lovlina as the flag
Tt
is a matter of pride that
Mirabai
will be doing the hon-
ours at the OVO Hydro.
I wish both the girls and
the entire contingent
good luck,” PT Usha
said. Speaking of the

and baton bearers.

and Lovlina

Indian contingent, Mi-
rabai Chanu remains In-
dia’s biggest hope at the
Commonwealth Games
2026.

Former India coach weighs in on Rohit
Sharma’s performances

to his name. There had
been reports that the
upcoming Lord’s ODI
against England would
be Rohit Sharma’s final
game for India, a report
that was later dismissed
by the BCCI secretary
as well. Rohit Sharma
will look to improve
heavily as the two sides
meet in the third ODI.
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