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conversation with Gus Atkinson after

missing out on well deserved ton

oe Root was the star of the show for England as the
J side defeated India in the second ODI of the ongoing
three-game series. Letting India bat first, England conced-
ed a total of 233 runs in the first innings, and it was Root’s
99*-run knock that helped the hosts win the game. The
target for England was set at 234 runs, and Root joined the
ground in the first over, following Ben Duckett’s dismissal
by Jasprit Bumrah on the first ball. The batter then con-
tinued to play until the last over and ended the game with
an unbeaten knock of 99 runs. However, his missing the
century did not seem to have any effect on the veteran bat-
ter, as he claimed that he had told Gus Atkinson to go for
the win and not worry about his ton. With 12 runs required
from the final eight overs, Root was at 97. Following his
single at the beginning of the 43rd over, which was also
Bumrah’s final over, Atkinson played nearly every ball of

the 43rd and 44th overs, taking a single off the last ball.

All you need to know about
Argentina vs Spain FIFA
World Cup final 2026

he stage is set for the summit clash of the ongoing
FIFA World Cup 2026; 2010 champions Spain will be
taking on three-time champions Argentina.

The two sides will meet at the New York New Jersey Sta-
dium on July 20 and will look to put in their best perfor-
mance in hopes of getting their hands on the marquee title.
It is worth noting that there are some concerns for Spain
ahead of the World Cup; the side’s star player, Lamine Ya-
mal, missed the side’s training session on July 16, spark-
ing concerns over his availability for the side in the final.
Furthermore, there are concerns over Pedro Porro’s avail-

ability as well.
Spain vs Argentina, July 20th, 12:30 AM IST, at the New
York New Jersey Stadium
It is worth noting that Spain and Argentina have only tak-
en on each other once before in FIFA World Cup history.
Back in 1966, Argentina managed to register a 2-1 victory
against the side and will look for a similar result this time
around as well. It is worth noting that Argentina has been
in sublime form in the tournament, with veteran forward

Lionel Messi sitting at the forefront of it all.

What is the story behind Lamine
Yamal’s viral childhood picture with
Lionel Messi?

he FIFA World Cup 2026 final is right around the corner.

Spain is slated to take on defending champions Argen-
tina in the summit clash of the tournament at the New York
New Jersey Stadium on July 20th, and both sides will look to
put in their best performance in hopes of getting their hands
on the marquee title. More so than the title, there have been
several stories surrounding the World Cup this time around.
One of the biggest stories has been the battle between Spain’s
Lamine Yamal and Argentina’s Lionel Messi. Messi, who was
the star man of FC Barcelona, now represents Inter Miami
in the twilight of his career. On the other hand, a 19-year-
old Yamal is now the star man at FC Barcelona, and many
are looking at the World Cup final as a passing-of-the-torch
moment. Furthermore, one of the biggest stories going viral
ahead of the game is the time when a 19-year-old Lionel Mes-
si met Lamine Yamal back in 2007. Yamal, in his infancy,
can be captured being bathed by Lionel Messi. Yamal was
just five months old back then, and it is worth noting that the
photoshoot took place in Barcelona’s Camp Nou stadium, and
Yamal’s family entered a raffle run by a local newspaper with
sponsorship by UNICEF. The people who would win would
have a chance to get their pictures taken by a first-team Bar-
celona player, which turned out to be Messi in Yamal’s case.

(" Just get it done’: Joe Root reveals )

Gary Sobers dies at 89, legendary cricketer
was

Garry  Sobers,

ir
Swidely regarded as
one of the greatest crick-

eters in history and the
the
game has produced, has
died at the age of 89.
The former West Indies
captain, celebrated for

finest all-rounder

his extraordinary batting
and bowling prowess,
leaves behind a legacy
that transformed the role
of the modern all-round-
er. Born in Barbados in
1936, Sobers made his
first-class debut at 16
and entered Test cricket
for West Indies a year
later. Initially selected as
a bowler, he developed
into a complete cricketer
whose batting brilliance,
bowling versatility and
athletic fielding made

first to hit six

him a rare match-win-
ner in every department.
Overall, Sobers has
played 93 Test matches
for West Indies, scoring
8,032 runs at an aver-
age of 57.78 and taking
235  wickets.

cord-breaking unbeaten

His re-

365 against Pakistan in
1958, achieved during
his maiden Test centu-
ry, established him as a
global batting force and
remained the highest in-
dividual Test score for
decades. A left-handed
batter with an elegant yet
powerful style, Sobers
was equally effective as
abowler. He bowled left-
arm orthodox spin, wrist
spin and fast-medium
pace, giving his teams a
lot of options. His close-

sixes in List A match

in catching and overall
fielding ability further
enhanced his reputation
as a complete cricketer.
As captain, Sobers led
West Indies with an at-
tacking approach and
helped shape the team’s
identity during a signif-
icant period in interna-
tional cricket. He also
represented teams out-
side the Caribbean, in-
cluding Nottinghamshire
and South Australia,
during his long career.
One of his most iconic
moments came in 1968
when he became the first
batter to hit six sixes in an
over in first-class cricket.
He achieved the legend-
ary feat while playing for
Nottinghamshire against
Glamorgan in England.

Meanwhile, Sobers was
knighted in 1975 for his
services to cricket and
was later inducted into
the ICC Cricket Hall of
Fame. After his retire-
ment, Sobers coached Sri
Lanka for two years be-
fore setting up grassroots
development programs
for youth cricketers.
Notably, he also met the
Indian team, including
Virat Kohli, Rohit Shar-
ma, Shubman Gill and
then-head coach Rahul
Dravid during their visit
in 2023. The cricketing
world has lost one of its
greatest-ever icons, with
Garry Sobers passing
away at the age of 89.
Yet it was his versatility
that truly separated him
from his contemporaries.

Ravi Shastri reminds Rohit
Sharma’s impact in ODIs amid
talks of possible retirement

England beat India by four wickets in the second ODI
at Sophia Gardens in Cardiff, chasing down a target

of 234 with Joe Root anchoring the innings on an unbeat-
en 99. Earlier in the day, India had been bowled out for
233, with Virat Kohli and Shreyas Iyer scoring 65 and 66
respectively to hold the innings together. Despite those
contributions from Kohli and Iyer, it was Rohit Sharma’s
struggles that left fans disappointed. The former India cap-
tain managed just 26 off 47 balls, extending a rough run
that’s now stretched across the series. Following which,
there have been concerns related to Rohit’s future in the
format. Several reports claimed that the ongoing tour
could be his last dance in international cricket, with the
player announcing his retirement after the Lord’s ODI.
In the meantime, commentator Ravi Shastri repeated-
ly brought up Rohit’s legacy as both captain and batter
during the broadcast. He noted that the media and press
box were buzzing with the news and also highlighted Ro-
hit’s impact in the 50-over format. “It’s buzzing in the me-
dia box, in the press box. Just came from there and you
don’t know how much it’s true, whether it’s a rumour. The
fact is, they’ve had a word with him. He’s had a word with
them, and he’s pushing 40,” Shastri said during the 31st
over of England’s innings. “That’s been one of the great
giants of the white ball game. Three double hundreds. Just
made batting look easy. India missed out on winning the
ODI World Cup. He’s got the record for the most hundreds
in the World Cup. Five of them in the UK in the 2019 edi-
tion,” he added. Reports about Rohit’s retirement do not
take away the fact that the former Indian skipper has been
a legend in white-ball cricket.

Andy Flower says no to England Test
coach role, says happy with his role in

RCB, London Spirit

Andy Flower will not
return as England’s
Test head coach. The for-
mer England coach has
withdrawn from contention
for the vacant position de-
spite holding discussions
with the England and
Wales Cricket Board after
Brendon McCullum decid-
ed to step down from the
position. Flower confirmed
his decision during London
Spirit’s media day. The vet-
eran confirmed that he will

continue with his current
coaching commitments at
Royal Challengers Benga-
luru in the Indian Premier
League and London in the
Hundred instead of pursu-
ing the national team role.
“The bottom line for me
is that I'm very happy in
the work that I'm doing at
the moment... I'm really
comfortable with what I'm
doing. I have [ruled myself
out], yes,” Flower said as
quoted by ESPNcricin-

fo. England are searching

for a new Test head coach
for over a week. Flower
had emerged as one of the
prominent names linked
with the vacancy because
of his previous success
with the national side and
his achievements in fran-
chise cricket. Notably, the
Zimbabwean guided En-
gland between 2009 and
2014. England also secured
a memorable Test series
victory in India.

FIFA introduce championship rings for World
Cup winners, 1996 fans can purchase too

Argentina and Spain
will compete in the
FIFA World Cup 2026 final.
After decimating France in
the semi-final, the Luis de
La Fuente side progressed
to the summit clash, while
Argentina picked up a
thrilling 2-1 win over En-
gland, with Enzo Fernan-
dez and Lautaro Martinez
scoring in the final minutes
of the game. They will now
compete for the honours in

N

Sunday’s final at MetLife
Stadium in East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey. Ahead of
that, FIFA has announced
a new award for the win-
ners. They will now award
championship rings to the
winners of the coveted tro-

phy Apart from that, the
players and management
will be accompanied by
the traditional trophy and
gold medals. The opposite
side will be personalised to
represent the identity of the
champions.

‘ x J ashington Sund-

ar has been ruled
out of the third ODI
against England, set to

be played at the iconic
Lord’s on July 19. He
has been a three-for-
mat cricketer for In-
dia lately and scored a
much-needed half-cen-
tury in the opening
game of the series,
which India won by six
wickets.

Notably, in the second
ODI,

was spotted receiving

the all-rounder

treatment for his ham-
string injury while bat-

ngland defeated In-

dia by four wickets
in the second ODI at
the Sophia Gardens in
Cardiff. With the win,
the series is now locked
level, with the decider
set to be played on July
19 at the iconic Lord’s.

If reports are to be be-
¢ lieved, it could be Rohit
%, Sharma’s last dance in

o .

-

ting. Soon after that, the
departed
for just one run. After

26-year-old

the game, batting coach
Sitanshu Kotak shared
an update, stating that
the player was suffering
badly.

“Washington’s  injury
which he had when he
ran his first run to mid-
off. His hamstring, I
think, it looks like a bad
injury, and next ball he
got out,” India batting
coach Sitanshu Kotak
said in the post-match
presentation. As things
stand, Kuldeep Yadav

international cricket as
the selectors are likely
to move on from the vet-
eran. It comes after an-
other poor batting show
by the Mumbai crick-
eter. He took plenty of
time to settle down, but
ended up scoring only
26 runs off 47 balls.
Captain Shubman Gill
looked in good form,

Star India cricketer ruled out of the
third ODI vs England at Lord’s,
Kuldeep Yadav can finally return

- - - -

is very likely to re-
place Washington in the
playing XI for the third
ODI. The star spinner
has been in the scheme
of things for quite some
time and despite prov-
ing his mettle in the
format, failed to retain
his place as the current
team management pre-
fers all-rounders. For-
mer cricketer Ravichan-
dran Ashwin has spoken
against the treatment
Kuldeep is been given.
The three-match ODI
series is currently tied
at 1-1.

Joe Root aces another England chase
after India’s batting disaster in Cardiff

but he failed to make it
count, departing for 26.
Star batter Virat Kohli
then took over the busi-
ness and registered yet
another  half-century.
He kept the scoreboard
ticking, despite losing
Gill and Ishan Kishan
in quick succession and
allowed pressure off
Shreyas lyer.
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