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Didier Deschamps criticises
referee ruling as France’s World
Cup dream gets shattered

French coach Didier Deschamps questioned the referee-
ing during the FIFA World Cup 2026 semifinal against
Spain, as the Les Bleus’ run in the tournament came to a
heartbreaking end. France were defeated 0-2 at the Dallas
Stadium as La Roja displayed stellar defensive prowess to
enter their second final. Under Deschamps, France had lit
up the tournament on their way to the semi-finals, scoring
16 goals in six matches and earning comparisons to some
of the best sides in World Cup history. Despite strong per-
formances in the tournament, France’s dreams of a third
World Cup title have been shattered after a dominant
Spanish performance. Deschamps, the current manager of
the Les Bleus, will step down after the tournament and has
the third-place playoff left to officiate in. He came down
hard on the refereeing, criticising the penalty Spain were
awarded in the first half, which Mikel Oyarzabal later con-
verted.

Kylian Mbappe speaks on France’s
World Cup semifinal loss to Spain,
- rues technical and tactical blunders

ylian Mbappe spoke on the tactical errors and tech-
Knical flaws that saw them face a 0-2 loss to Spain
in the FIFA World Cup 2026 semifinal on Wednesday
(IST). Mbappe rued that the Les Bleus were outclassed in
the midfield against La Roja as they lacked in numbers
against a Spanish triumvirate of Rodri, Dani Olmo and Fa-
bian Ruiz. Mbappe and France were denied a third straight
entry into the final as the French captain revealed his frus-
tration. “I don’t think we played the match we wanted to
play — whether tactically, technically, or in terms of our

overall performance level,” Mbappe said as quoted by

French broadcaster M6. ”And when you don’t do what
you’re supposed to do in a World Cup semifinal, you don’t
win. Our goal was to press them high up the pitch to pre-
vent them from settling into that slow, controlled rhythm
— because when it comes to controlling the game, they are
better than us. We failed to do that,” the Real Madrid star
added. France were the most complete team on paper and
the favourites to win the World Cup, but they were out-
classed by a robust French defence and midfield. Mbappe
admitted that La Roja outnumbered them in the midfield.

Axar Patel joins Rohit Sharma, Jasprit
Bumrah in elite record list after

gainst England

o W e

earning POTM a

-
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India defeated Engiand by six wickets in the first ODI of the
three-match series at Edgbaston as Axar Patel’s produced a
stellar all-round performance. His four-wicket haul and a fifty
propelled India to return to winning ways in the UK after sev-
en winless T20I games, and it will now give them plenty of
confidence ahead of the remaining two ODIs. Axar, who was
himself under the scanner for his recent performances, starred
in the series opener. The left-arm spin-bowling all-rounder
removed the wagging lower middle-order and the tail to take
4/62 before he starred with the bat too. India were in dire need
of some stability, and that’s when Axar stood up in the chase.
His batting was under heavy scrutiny in white-ball cricket,
but the southpaw played an important knock to bail India out
of trouble. He made an unbeaten 57 runs off 52 balls, guiding
the chase alongside Washington Sundar, who was equally ef-
fective with the bat. The Chennai-born added an unbeaten 52
runs as India got the job done with 28 balls remaining. Axar
Patel entered an elite list when he received the Player of the
Match award for his outstanding all-round performance in the
first ODI against England. With this, he became the fourth
Indian player to win this award against England in all three
formats. Rohit Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah, and Kuldeep Yadav
achieved this feat before Axar Patel achieved the milestone.

Rodri can become first Spain player to achieve historic
feat that even Xavi, Iniesta, Ramos couldn’t

pain midfielder Ro-

dri is on the verge of
entering football’s most
exclusive club that fea-
tures the likes of Lionel
Messi, Zinedine Zidane,
Kaka and Ronaldinho,
among six others. He
needs to win the FIFA
World Cup now and with
that, Rodri could become
the first player from the
country to win the World
Cup, Ballon d’Or and the
Champions League. No-
tably, no Spanish foot-
baller has completed the
remarkable treble despite
the nation producing sev-
eral of the greatest play-
ers of the modern era.
Legends such as Xavi
Hernandez, Andres Ini-
esta and Sergio Ramos
all lifted major interna-

tional and club trophies
during their careers but
never combined them
with football’s biggest
individual award. Rodri
already has two parts
of the achievement se-
cured. He won the UEFA
Champions League with
Manchester City in 2023
and was awarded the
Ballon d’Or in 2024 after
a remarkable season that
also included success
with Spain at the Euro-
pean Championship. The
30-year-old now needs
only a World Cup title
to join an elite group of
footballers. Rodri moved
Spain closer to that mile-
stone after producing a
commanding display in
the World Cup semi-final

champions defeated the
tournament  favourites
2-0, with Mikel Oyar-
zabal scoring from the
penalty spot and Pedro
Porro adding the sec-
ond goal. The Luis de la
Fonte side dictated the
play throughout the 90
mins and didn’t allow
France any space for a
possible comeback. Ro-
dri played a crucial role
in controlling the match.
He was controlling the
tempo of the gam and
limiting France’s attack-
ing threat. Alongside Fa-
bian Ruiz, the midfielder
decimated France, who
looked clueless in the
middle.
Spain’s journey to the

Meanwhile,

final has underlined their

Their
defensive discipline has

the tournament.

been commendable, with
the team conceding only
one goal so far in the
FIFA World Cup 2026.
They kept clean sheets
against attacking power-
houses such as Portugal
and France, which proves
their mettle. Next up, the
team will face the winner
of England vs Argentina,
who will contest against
each other in the second
semi-final in the early
hours of July 16. Spain
midfielder Rodri stands
on the brink of achieving
one of the rarest feats in
football history. Rodri is
also on course to become
the first Spanish footbal-
ler to complete that re-

Ben Stokes set to return to competitive
cricket after international retirement,
will skip The Hundred

i ]
=

For the first time since announcing his international
retirement, Ben Stokes will be in action on Tuesday,
July 21, when Durham take on Derbyshire in the opening
round of the One-Day Cup. It will be his first appearance
in the format since the ODI World Cup 2023. He decided
to return to domestic cricket to keep playing competitive
cricket and also remains available for any opportunity to
participate in overseas leagues.
Before representing his boyhood club again, Stokes said
he rediscovered his enjoyment of cricket but doesn’t have
the same feeling for playing for England again. Mean-
while, this is not the first time Stokes will be seen playing
for Durham this season. After the infamous nightclub in-
cident following the first Test against New Zealand, the
all-rounder featured against Northamptonshire during the
County Championship, which gave him a chance to recon-
nect with the game away from the England setup.
“Being back at Durham, when [ wasn’t playing in the sec-
ond Test, I found a new lease of life for the game, but un-
fortunately I just couldn’t get that feeling back.
I’'m very excited about the next part of what I get to do.
Going back to playing for my boyhood club Durham, I’'m
comparing this week to that week - right now I am buzz-
ing. But there have been moments this week that have been
really tough and it just adds to everything and it makes it
clear that I’ve made the right decision,” Stokes was quot-
ed as saying by BBC. As things stand, Stokes could also
represent Durham in the County Championship before the
end of the season.
Meanwhile, his return to Durham will be marked on the

against France. The 2010

consistency

throughout

Carlos Alcaraz to miss Canada Open
too, what’s his injury status after

Carlos Alcaraz is clos-
ing in on a return to
the ATP Tour after months
away from competition.
The seven-time Grand Slam
winner missed the Roland
Garros, Wimbledon, along-
side several ATM tours on
the tennis calendar, due to
a wrist injury he suffered
in April during Barcelona
Open, but as per reports,
he is close to regaining full
fitness and could be back in
action before the US Open.

missing French Open, Wimbledon?

Renowned sports physician
Angel Ruiz-Cotorro re-
cently evaluated his wrist
and according to reports,
the assessment produced
encouraging results.

Alcaraz’s medical team
is also satisfied with the
progress of his rehabili-
tation. The report said his
wrist is now healthy and
fully recovered and medi-
cal clearance is expected in
the near future as his inten-

sity in training continues to

increase.

Meanwhile, Alcaraz’s ab-
sence from the entry list
for the Canadian Open in
Montreal had raised fresh
questions about his recov-
ery. However, reports from
Spain have maintained that
skipping the tournament
was part of a planned re-
habilitation strategy rather
than the result of any set-
back. Alcaraz started the
year by lifting Australian
Open.

India and Pakistan can meet each other three
times in ODI World Cup 2027; here’s how

Two Asian powerhous-
es and two fierce ri-

vals, India and Pakistan,
might be facing each other
as many as three times in
the upcoming ODI World
Cup 2027. This comes after
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) changed the
format for the upcoming
global showpiece in South
Africa, Zimbabwe and Na-
mibia next year. The format
keeps 14 teams playing
the World Cup, a decision

)

which the ICC took in June
2021 to increase the num-
ber of sides for the 50-over
showpiece. The last two
ODI World Cups featured
10 teams each. However,
there are a couple of ma-
jor additions to the World

W

Cup’ format with the in-
troduction of a ‘Super Se-
ries’ and a ‘Super Seven’
stage before the semifinals
and the final, all of which
can see India and Pakistan
meeting each other three
times in the tournament.

markable treble.
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Kylian Mbappe stays on top in race for
Golden Boot despite France’s heart-
breaking Wo

I } L

he FIFA World
Cup semifinal in

Dallas ended with Spain
knocking France out of

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: the tournament as Mikel
: Oyarzabal and Pedro
Porro’s strikes powered
¢ La Roja to a 2-0 win on
Tuesday (local time).
: their
campaign in this World

Despite stellar
Cup, France could not
make a place in the final
and will now play either
England or Argentina in
a bronze medal match.
While
be able to win their
third World title, Ky-

France won’t

pain denied pow-
S erhouses  France
their third straight en-
try into the World Cup
final after defeating the
Les Bleus 2-0 in the
semifinal at the Dallas
Stadium on Wednesday
(July 15). La Roja kept
the dangerous French

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

side, led by modern-day

., icon Kylian Mbappé, at

.
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

same day as the beginning of The Hundred.

lian Mbappe still leads
the race for the Golden
Boot, keeping Argen-
tina’s Lionel Messi to
second.The  27-year-
old has one game left
to play after his team’s
loss to La Roja in the
semifinal as France wait
for the loser of England
and Argentina. Sched-
uled for Saturday in Mi-
ami, the fight would be
for the third-place team
and would give him one
last chance to push his
campaign for the Gold-
en Boot award and add
more goals to his current

bay to reach their sec-
ond final, where they
will face either Argen-
tina or England. Spain’s
defensive prowess and
precise  strikes were
enough to take them
past the French side.
Mikel Oyarzabal scored
from the spot, while Pe-
dro Porro put one into

the back of the net in the

rld Cup loss

total of eight. Mbappe
is one of the greatest
players in the history
of the World Cup, with
20 strikes from as many
appearances. Eight of
them have come at this
World Cup, as he is tied
with Messi but leads the
Argentine legend due
to having more assists.
Following the two on
the scoring sheet is Nor-
way’s Erling Haaland,
with seven goals under
his belt, but his dream
for the Boot ended with
Norway’s exit from the
World Cup.

First time in FIFA World Cup history! Spain
create huge record with 2-0 France win

58th minute in a stellar
win. Once again, Spain
kept a clean sheet and
have achieved a huge
record in FIFA World
Cups. This was the sixth
time La Roja had kept a
clean sheet in this World
Cup, marking the first
time a team has kept six
clean sheets in a single
World Cup edition.
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