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report; here’s how surface at
Edgbaston is expected to play

New Delhi: India are all set to play their first ODI against
England on Tuesday at Edgbaston as they gear up to
bounce back from their seven-match winless streak in
T20Is. First whitewashed by Ireland 0-2 and then losing
the T20Is to England 0-4, the chips are down, and India
look to their seniors, intending to bounce back and prove
themselves. India are currently on a seven-match winless
streak and look to register their maiden win on the tour
as they aim to avoid an unwanted record. The previous
time that India failed to win any match in eight or more
across formats was during the 2014-15 tour to Australia.
There is hope in the air that they will bounce back as stars
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and Jasprit Bumrah are back.
In the last five men’s ODIs, India have defeated England
in each of their matches and with the changed squad and
Edgbaston pitch’s assistance, the chances of continuing

the undefeated streak appear high.
Why is Hardik Pandya not playing in
IND vs ENG 1st ODI?

New Delhi: Hardik Pandya is a major absentee as India
take on England in the first ODI of the three-match series
on Tuesday, July 14. The Men in Blue aim to bounce back
from their recent T20I drubbings to Ireland and England
as they take on the English side at Edgbaston, Birming-
ham. Pandya is not part of the first match and, in fact, the
complete ODI series as he has been ruled out of the ongo-
ing assignment in England due to a leg strain he picked

(" India vs England 1st ODI pitch h

Shubman Gill walks off injured in first ODI vs England

Birmingham: India suf-
fered a major setback
during their chase of 259
in the first ODI against
England at Edgbaston.
In the 26th over of the
chase, captain Shubman
Gill retired hurt after
scoring a fluent 80 off
75 balls. He was strug-
gling with a leg injury
for a while, as the Indian
team doctors checked on
him earlier in the 24th
over of the game. He was
given plenty of water, as
stretching was done on
his right leg by the phys-
io. On-field umpire Ku-
mar Dharmasena even-
tually
asked the Indian team to

intervened and

hurry up. Gill eventually
did and planned to car-
ry on. However, shortly

at Edgbaston, what happened to Indi
D

after stitching a 101-run
partnership with Shreyas
Iyer, he appeared to be
in discomfort again.
Gill removed his gloves,
crouched on the field and
clutched the back of his
right leg before decid-
ing to walk off. Now,
even though the exact
nature of the injury has
not been immediately
the

signs suggested it could

confirmed, initial
be cramps. As he walked
off, Washington Sundar
joined Iyer in the middle.
Gill’s knock had steadied
India’s innings after the
visitors were rocked by
the early dismissals of
Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli. Rohit managed
11 before holing out to
Harry Brook off Sam

Curran, while Kohli fell
for five in the following

over after being trapped
Ibw by Jofra Archer.
Leading from the front,
Gill countered England’s
early breakthroughs with
positive strokeplay and
ensured India regained
control of the chase. His
partnership with Shreyas
shifted the momentum
firmly in India’s favour
before the injury inter-
rupted the visitors’ prog-
ress. Meanwhile, soon
after Gill was forced to
walk out, Shreyas Iyer
was involved in a run-
India’s T20I cap-
tain departed for 35 runs
and soon after that, KL
Rahul
suit for one run. Earli-
er, England posted 258

out.

soon followed

a captain?

o

after recovering from
107/6, thanks to crucial
half-centuries from Joe
Root and Liam Dawson.
India had dominated for
large parts of the innings,
with Axar Patel claiming
four wickets to restrict
the hosts to a below-par
total. India
will now be tested, with

However,

no specialist batters left
for them to rescue. Since
less than 100 runs are re-
quired now to win, they
are still in contention.
India suffered a major
scare during their chase
of 259 in the opening
ODI against England at
Edgbaston after captain
Shubman Gill was forced
to retire hurt following a
fluent innings of 80 from
75 deliveries.

Where to watch France vs Spain
FIFA World Cup 2026 semi-final live
on TV and stream online for free?

Dallas: France and Spain will meet in the first semi-final
of the FIFA World Cup 2026 in the early hours of Wednes-
day in Dallas, with a place in Sunday’s final on the line
after both European heavyweights navigated contrasting
routes through the knockout stage. France enter the contest
as one of the tournament’s most prolific attacking sides.
Didier Deschamps’ team reached the last four by defeat-
ing Morocco 2-0 in the quarter-finals after earlier victories
over Paraguay and Sweden. Kylian Mbappe has spear-
headed the French attack, while the squad’s depth has al-
lowed France to maintain its status among the tournament
favourites. For the clash against the 2024 Euro champions,
Spain, coach Deschamps has indicated he will not alter
his attack-minded approach despite their possession-based
game. The only matter of discussion will be to start with
Desire Doue or Barcola. Spain, in the meantime, have
impressed with their defensive solidity under Luis de la
Fuente. La Roja booked their semi-final berth with a 2-1
win over Belgium after edging Portugal in the previous
round, conceding only once throughout the tournament.
Young star Lamine Yamal remains a key creative outlet,
while Spain’s disciplined structure has complemented
their trademark ball control. However, they would hope
for better returns from Lamine, who has netted just once
in the tournament. Mikel Merino has been a star for them
lately, having scored two late goals to get the job done in
the previous two games. The fixture also renews one of in-
ternational football’s fiercest rivalries. With England and
Argentina contesting the second semi-final on Wednesday,

the winner in Dallas will become the first team to secure a
place in the 2026 World Cup final.

up in the build-up to the Afghanistan ODIs. Hardik also
missed the three-match series against the Afghans, which
the Men in Blue won 3-0. Hardik reported to the BCCI
CoE for his back spasms following the IPL 2026 with the
Mumbai Indians. The all-rounder was working his way

back from the issue and had been given clearance for the
three-match series against Afghanistan before a fresh blow
pegged him back, as he was ruled out of the home series
against the Asian side. He was later also ruled out of the
England ODIs. England captain Harry Brook won the toss
and opted to bat first as India were put in to bowl first.
“We’re gonna have a bat today. Looks like a good surface,
don’t quite know what’s gonna happen, but we fancy our
chances with the bat first. Hopefully, we can get a little bit

of spin in the second innings,” Brook said at the toss.

Gurnoor Brar stages brilliant
comeback with two wickets in an
over, Bumrah grabs impressive

New Delhi: Star fast-bowler Gurnoor Brar put up an impres-
sive performance in the first ODI of the three-match series
against England at Edgbaston on July 14. Brar, who made
an eye-catching ODI debut in the series against Afghanistan,
starred in the series opener with two wickets in a comeback
spell. Brar was hit for 17 runs in his very first over as Ben
Duckett and Jacob Bethell got India’s new-ball attack off to
an expensive start. The pacer struggled to find his rhythm
in his second over as well, with Duckett hitting a couple of
more fours. But the 13th overturned everything around. Brar
dismissed Bethell first, outfoxing him to be caught at deep
square leg before removing Duckett just two deliveries later,
caught at deep third man as Jasprit Bumrah took a fine catch
at the ropes. The twin blows ended what had been a fluent
opening stand and swung the momentum firmly back towards
India, with the hosts losing their new opening pair in the same
over after a strong start. Born in Punjab, Gurnoor Brar has
been one of the most promising fast bowlers for India recent-
ly. The tall right-arm pacer is known for his pace, bounce, and
ability to move the ball both ways. He has established himself
as a mainstay for the Punjab domestic side in red-ball cricket
over the last two seasons. Meanwhile, India skipper Shubman
Gill also confirmed that he wanted to bowl first anyway.

Major change in ODI World Cup on
cards? ICC considers reducing teams;

-~

WTC semifinal likely
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New Delhi: There could
be a major change in line
for the ODI World Cups
as the International Cricket
Council (ICC) is reportedly
considering reducing the
teams for the global show-
piece. This could well be
in place even for the up-
coming 2027 World Cup
in South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Namibia. A report in
BBC stated that during the
annual ICC meeting in Ed-

inburgh, the International

Satwik, Chirag forced to retire from first
round of Japan Open, what really happened?

o

New Delhi: India suffered
a major setback in the
opening round of the Ja-
pan Open. The men’s dou-
bles campaign was forced
to end early on Tuesday,
July 14, after Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty retired from their
opening-round match in
the competition. Notably,
the decision to withdraw
came after Satwik suf-
fered a recurring shoulder
injury and as things stand,

body has considered bring-
ing the teams down from to
12 for the ODI World Cup
and this can be in place for
the

well.

2027 tournament as

Moreover, there is set to be
an addition of the ‘super
seven’ stage in the tourna-
ment. If it happens for the
2027 showpiece, the ICC is
set to allow only two teams
from the global qualifying
tournament and not the
initially planned four. The

they will also miss the

upcoming China Open. If
the duo remains fit, they
could be seen in the BWF
World Championship in
India next. Coming back
to the Japan Open, the In-
dian duo lost the opening

ICC is also mulling hav-
ing a super 10 stage in the
T20 World Cup 2028, up
from the usual super eight
one. The 2028 World Cup
is set to feature 20 teams,
as 12 sides have booked
their place in the global
showpiece. In another sig-
nificant update, the number
of white-ball series will be
reduced in the next Future
Tour Programme (FTP) cy-
cle. The current FTP runs
from 2027 to 2031.

QRN — iy~ <y
game 19-21 to Denmark’s

Daniel Lundgaard and
Mads Vestergaard. Soon
after that, they announced
their retirement. Even with
those interruptions, Satwik
and Chirag delivered two

significant results this year.

Jasprit Bumrah creates history for
India, breaks Ravindra Jadeja’s record
during 1st ODI against England

New  Delhi:  Jasprit
Bumrah has etched his
name into the history
books on his ODI return
during the first match
of the series against
England on Tuesday,
July 14. Bumrah made
a comeback to the Indi-
an side for the first time
since the ODI World
Cup 2023, 968 days
after the final against
Australia in Novem-
ber 2023. Meanwhile,
Bumrah was back in
business when he re-
moved English captain
Harry Brook as India

were asked to bowl
first. Bumrah remained
wicketless in the first
spell of four overs that
he sent down but struck
as carly as on the first
ball of his second spell
that came after the pow-
erplay. The hosts had
lost their new opening
pair of Ben Duckett
and Jacob Bethell in an
over to Gurnoor Brar
in the 13th over after
a strong start. Bumrah
compounded England’s
troubles when he came
and got Brook caught
by Rohit Sharma at first

slip. The wicket marked
a couple of milestones
for Bumrah. This was
his 31st ODI wicket in
England, which is now
the most by an Indi-
an bowler in England
in the format. He was
previously tied with
Ravindra Jadeja for 30
scalps on English soil in
ODIs but raised past the
all-rounder, who was
not picked for the ODIs
against the Three Lions.
Got here a couple of
days before, so we were
practicing, the vibe has
been really good.”

India assistant coach Ryan ten
Doeschate contemplates move on

New Delhi: India are
set to lose their assis-
tant coach Ryan ten
Doeschate, who is con-
templating a move on
from the team.

The former Dutch crick-
eter is likely to leave
the Men in Blue at the
end of the ODI series
against England, which
kicks off with the first

match at Edgbaston,
Birmingham on Tues-
day, July 14.

As per a re-
port in Cricbuzz, ten
Doeschate’s initial ten-
ure with the Indian team
has been completed
around July 12-14, and
the two sides are set to
part ways on mutual

consent.

It further added that the
former Dutch cricketer
has informed the Board
of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) and has
requested to be relieved.
Ten Doeschate is report-
edly looking for a role
that demands less time
on the road as he looks
to spend time with his
family.
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